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The Exposite 


FAITH OF OUR MOTHERS 


RICHARD GREENE 


any religious apathy among America’s 

young people is the waning faith of 
some of the adults. For some reason no one 
says much about this, and I suppose if it were 
not for the fact that I have begun to notice 
a kind of miscreance in my own mother, I 
would also remain quiet about it. She had 
always been a symbol of staunch Christian 
belief. No one exemplified better than she the 
deep truths of Protestantism and the ideals of 
the life it presumed to teach. She lived for 
the church. She was one of that inner circle 
without which our local congregation could 
not have existed. 


Ss thing that bothers me more than 


I need hardly tell you what that inner 
circle meant. It had to do with prayers for 
the sick, the preparation of elements for com- 
munion, membership on committees of spirit- 
ual counsel, a kind of volunteer pastor’s assist- 
ant; in short, the backbone of the congrega- 
tion. It was not cooperation in material 
agencies alone; it was a feeling for the things 
of God, a kinship with the overpowering mys- 
teries of faith. 


We children accepted her devotion as a 
matter of course. We never asked on a Sun- 
day morning whether she was going to the 
services. We were simply made ready, bun- 
dled into the old family car, and by the time 
the last bell rang we were all propped in the 
family pew. The sermons in those days were 
heavy, dogmatic discourses without any spe- 
cial current appeal but, as I remember, usually 
impassioned. The songs were the stolid hymns 
of the Reformation. My mother’s faith was 
like that. We never heard her criticize the 
preacher’s message; what he said was every 
bit “yea and amen.” He was God’s chosen 
one and as such could speak no evil and do 
no wrong. 

There was a system of tithing in those days 
that she supervised faithfully. My father, a 
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business man and manager of a small shop, 
brought home the week’s receipts, and out of 
them a tenth went into the tithing box to be 
turned over to church benevolences. Our 
family was not rich, but an abiding faith in 
Providence always saw us through. I do not 
know whether my mother thought very much 
about the material rewards of religion at that 
time. I rather doubt it. Any economic in- 
equality would be straightened out in the life 
to come. When we were hard up we used 
to sing, “My Father is rich in houses and 
land; He holdeth the wealth of the world in 
his hands” and consoled ourselves that if we 
could not go to college that year it was not 
His fault. As for that, we were told that it 
was better to know Scripture than Science 
anyway. 

When I talked about leaving home to work 
for some relatives in the East, my plans were 
discussed with our minister. His counsel was 
usually heeded. He had been the spiritual 
consultant for my mother all her life. He, or 
one like him, had watched at the sick beds 
of those she loved. His blessing was upon us 
at confirmation. He spoke comfortingly and 
with conviction in times of sorrow. He was 
in the family but not of it and always man- 
aged to carry a sufficient amount of reserve 
about him to inspire a bit of awe in the best 
of us. The day I left home the minister and 
his wife were invited to dinner at our place. 
Before the meal my mother handed him the 
Bible and he read a Psalm and prayed. It was 
hard to imagine any major issue in which the 
clergy or the church did not figure. I 
vaguely remember one of the infrequent 
squabbles which my dad used to precipitate 
and how my mother said, “One more word 
and I'll call the minister.” That settled it. My 
mother’s life, the life of our home, and the 
greater part of the conduct of our family 
were rooted in the church. 

In the space of the sixteen years that I 
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have been away, a radical transition has taken 
place in my mother’s attitude and in the rela- 
tive importance of religion in her life. It has 
been a gradual but firm disillusionment and a 
relinquishing one by one of values that had 
seemed imperative. References to the church 
became more and more infrequent as the 
years went by, until today any mention of 
religion on the home front is critical, often- 
times bitter. 

Mildly tragic is the fact that under this 
apparent resignation to unbelief there is no 
new temper stirring, no apparent concern for 
a return to the early policies of faith. There 
was a time of painful realization, to be sure, 
when she heard men questioning the doctrines 
on which her denomination was founded, 
but she was even then not prepared for 
the streamlined religion that has become cus- 
tom, nor for the utter Americanization of oc- 
cidental religion which is the keynote in most 
up-to-date churches today. 


My annual visits noted the changes but I 
was reluctant to inquire into them. Someday 
I felt I would, when and if the apostasy war- 
ranted my inquiry. It was obviously a fact 
that the whole American Christian scene was 
being remolded, rethought, and revised. At 
first I had no doubt about the persistency of 
my mother’s faith. It might never realize a 
complete adjustment to the new order, but it 
would surely always be indigenous to her life, 
for it was her Christianity more than anything 
that sustained her, gave her poise, courage, 
and strength. 


I began to note, however, with a certain 
amount of continuity, the path of her intran- 
sigence as revealed in letters to me. Early in 
her correspondence she remarked, “A paid 
choir does the singing now.” This observation 
had more implications than the average lay- 
man would suspect. To one who believed in 
the privilege of service and who considered 
the commercialization of worship hypocriti- 
cal, this unionization left a deep mark. I 
doubt whether she or any others of the old 
guard ever permitted themselves to be in- 
spired by these singers again. A paid choir 
was stretching the maxim about a “laborer is 
worthy of his hire” too far. It was offending 
God with his own proverb. Naive? Perhaps. 
Her denominational morality was like that. 

Then came her announcement that, “The 
sermons are beginning to be based on current 
events and on the minister's view on world 
affairs.” I suppose she had believed too long 
that the Old and New Testament Scriptures 
contained all the truth necessary to faith and 
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Christian living. She had the primitive ides 
that the pulpit should be the place for Goo 
to speak through his appointed ones — it wa: 
not a lecture hall or a speaker’s stand — the 
pulpit was there for the dissemination of grea‘ 
dispensational truths of Jesus Christ. It mus: 
have been something of a shock for her wher 
the new preacher came up with the kind o: 
thing she used to hear from the chautauqua 
platform. He was scholarly, she admitted, bu: 
opinionated; well-read, but worldly; an orator 
but in a political sense. In short, he spoke 
“of himself” and lacked the instantaneous fire 
of God. 


“Sunday evening services are in the forn 
of musicals,’ she wrote, “and the Dorca: 
Society is sponsoring a dance at the Riverside 
Inn next week.” To this I felt like answering 
“What’s the matter, Ma, you used to enjoy 
musicals. As for the Dorcas Dance, out here 
where I am they hold them in the churcl 
basement.” 


More to the point was her item about the 
home church accepting $10,000 from Otte 
Duncan. During prohibition he had been : 
bootlegger, and his reputation was question 
able. He tried once to contribute toward : 
pipe organ fund but the preacher at that tims 
declined the gift — something about the dan 
ger of compromise with the wayward and th 
opportunity for a practical implantation o 
spiritual ideals. Even at that time the churcl 
board had been divided on the matter. Mone: 
was needed and it was supposedly stupid t 
be too selective about the donors; other con 
tributors had made their money in businesse 
fully as questionable as boot-legging. But | 
few of the members stood with the preache 
and said that the church should accept n 
gifts from mammon. 


Interested in the extent of church property 
I discovered that the total value of the 210. 
000 church edifices in the United States wa 
$4,000,000,000. Quite a number of “Dur 
cans” must have figured in that sum. Twenty 
four percent of all churches showed debts t 
a total of nearly $450,000,000. It was natur: 
for the modern purveyor of Holy Writ (wh 
was also trained as a religious economist) t 
put the bee on some of the Duncans, espe 
cially those who could deduct their donatior 
from their income tax. Despite the fact thé 
the practice was becoming increasingly ger 
eral, it seemed to bother some of the ol 
faithful of whom my mother was one. She wz 
never given to easy rationalizing. It wi 
difficult for her to shift the emphasis of he 
religion from a way of life to a purely con 
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THE PASTOR IN HIS PARISH 


Fea. LATHOM 


N a day where the tendency is to make 
the pastor's study an office, and the pas- 
tor an administrator, we do well to recall 

the words of John R. Mott: “An alarming 
weakness among Christians is that we are pro- 
ducing Christian activities faster than we are 
producing Christian experience and Christian 
faith.” When the church degenerates into a 
soulless whirl of wheels, levers, and push but- 
tons, managed by clergymen (not pastors) 
and their secretaries, then we have substituted 
the efficiency of the office for the power of 
Christ, and methods and programs for the 
grace of God. 

The aspirants for the ministry in this twen- 
tieth century, must not, like fools, rush in 
where angels fear to tread. We who are pas- 
tors have discovered that even the angel 
Gabriel could hardly be expected to have all 
the gifts and qualifications which a modern 
pastor needs. John Andrew Holmes, in “The 
Congregationalist,” humorously points out: 
“In the first place, he must be a great organ- 
izer. He must be greater in this respect than 
any general, since the general is in position 
to command, and can courtmartial anybody 
for disobedience, whereas if the minister as- 
sumes any authority, he will himself be dis- 
charged. He must be greater than any circus 
manager, because that marvel among. field- 
marshals has money with which to pay all his 
men, whereas all the minister’s men are pay- 
ing him, and some are threatening to quit, so 
that they must be handled like sensitive- 
plants. He must be greater than any captain 
of industry, because the minister's workers 
all walk out on him about 12:30 every Sun- 
day, and do not report again for service until 
next Sunday at 11:00, or perhaps ’til Easter.” 

While this may be an exaggerated state- 
ment of the minister’s problems, we know that 
a multitude of activities consume his time so 
that there are not enough hours in the day to 
do his work. As an organizer he must pro- 
mote the social, recreational, and educational 
activities. As a pastor he must be a friend of 
all who are under his care, give counsel in 
perplexity, restore the flickering faith, bind 
up the broken hearted, weep with those who 
Weep, rejoice with those who rejoice. He 
must adjudicate in family disputes, smooth 
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ruffled feathers, and he must do this without 
offending. He must be a preacher, a teacher, 
a pastor, and an administrator. To all this 
must be added a host of details like answer- 
ing the telephone, the door-bell, finding em- 
ployment, writing testimonials, answering let- 
ters, and others too numerous to mention. So 
the conscientious pastor will soon lose himself 
in the work of his church but he must con- 
stantly be on his guard that he does not be- 
come lost in it. There is a constant danger of 
serving on so many committees and extra 
responsibilities of all sorts, that he spreads 
himself over too much territory so that there 
is no margin of time left for pastoral duties, 
and his sermons become thin mist. 

Also, outside agencies will claim his time 
so that a pastor can busy himself from morn- 
ing to night with odds and ends. The pastor 
who is a great “joiner,” to show that he is a 
“good-fellow,” is feverishly “chasing goat’s 
feathers,” to use Ellis Parker Butler’s phrase. 
The pastor must learn to say a kindly “No” 
to many things. The unessentials that would 
make the pastor a sort of a consecrated and 
ordained errand boy, must be relegated to 
the outer darkness. Ships have “load lines” 
painted on the hull, below which the ship 
must not be made to sink by the weight of 
the cargo. Much that would sink the pastor 
below the “load-line” of his strength, can 
safely be thrown overboard. If we want to 
be servers at tables and chairmen of “pink 
teas,” and leaders of the social circle, then 
let us leave to others the exercise of the 
prophetic gift. 

The work of a pastor is exceedingly diffi- 
cult so that he needs power of body, mind, 
and soul to discharge his work well. Some- 
times he is exceedingly tired, and he shows 
it in his face. The folks of the parish solicit- 
iously admonish: “You must not impair your 
health.” Men have told me, “I would not have 
your job if they paid me $10,000 per year.” 
All this may lead to self-pity on the part of 
the pastor, which Roy L. Smith calls one of 
the “Occupational Diseases of the Ministry.” 
The one afflicted with this disease suffers 
from the illusions that he works harder than 
he really does. As this disease becomes chron- 
ic, it crystalizes into laziness. He now is use- 
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less as a spiritual force. Instead of concen- 
trating on the load-line, he now has reasons 
to worry about the dead-line, or the proverb- 
ial “shelf”? on which a useless man is placed. 
Being his own boss and having no time-clock 
to punch, he can idle his time away if he 
chooses to do so. There is no substitute for 
hard work in the ministry. We can not recall 
too often the words of Paul to Timothy: “Thou 
therefore endure hardness as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ.” We need to heed the advice 
of Dr. Jowett to his fellow-ministers: “When 
we cease to bleed, we cease to bless.” 

Since the ministry is a serious business, the 
pastor must be a man who brings dignity to 
his calling. He should always carry in his 
personal bearing an appreciation of the holi- 
ness of his work. He is not to take himself, 
but his ministry seriously. If he preserves the 
honor of his calling, he will at the same time 
maintain his own dignity. If we live up to 
our high calling, we will command the respect 
of men, we will not have to exact it. This can 
be done by always remembering that we are 
ministers of God. I do not mean to infer that 
the pastor is to specialize in solemnity and 
piety. I am only warning against backslap- 
ping, and making one’s self foolish to prove 
good fellowship. This may win momentary 
applause but after that a decline of influence. 
After a year in a parish, the pastor has deter- 
mined how his people shall think of him. 


What is success in the ministry? Let it be 
understood that a pastor in a small parish 
with fifty members, may be just as successful 
as the pastor of the large church with three 
thousand members. Having discounted the 
size of the parish, we ask again, what is suc- 
cess in the ministry? Dr. Butters gave his 
Boston divinity students three rules for a 
successful ministry: (1) Pray without ceasing, 
(2) Shave every day, (8) Be prompt with 
your correspondence. Why, in this triad of 
virtues, he should include shaving is not diffi- 
cult to see. Our personal appearance is the 
first impression we make upon strangers. 
There have been shabby saints and silk-clad 
rascals. Appearances are deceitful, yet a 
well-dressed man — not necessarily expensive- 
ly dressed—has a decided advantage over 
him who is slouchy in appearance. If the lay- 
men are to “respect the cloth,” the least the 
ministers can do is to keep it “unspotted from 
the world.” 


The reasons for success in the ministry can 
not be stated in terms of rules. There is 
something much more subtle pervading it 
all. You and two other men whom you have 
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never met, are compelled to work in the same 
office. After the first few hours you have diss 
covered that the one has qualities of chart 
acter that make him friendly and likeable: 
You enjoy his company. But not so with the 
second man. You practice some Christian 
fortitude with him; you endure him rathe? 
than enjoy him. What does the first man have 
in his “make-up,” which the second one does 
not have? Personality! Since the ministry ii 
essentially a personal relationship between 
man and man, the primary factor making fo 
success is that quality which defies descrip: 
tion, but which we call ‘personality.’ All othe: 
things being equal, pastors who possess thii 
intangible quality should succeed. 


The three characteristics inextricably inten 
woven with personality, are: Love, Humility 
and Common Sense. 


The pastor must have his heart filled with 
love for humanity and for the members of hi: 
parish in particular. The apostle Paul reliec 
upon the inspiration of love as the power ix 
his ministry. Some pastors get tired of thei 
people after they have been in a parish fo 
a few years. The inevitable result is that th: 
congregation gets tired of the pastor. No pas 
tor will get tired of his people if he has i 
his heart Jesus’ estimate of a man’s worth is 
God’s sight. That great Shepherd of th: 
Sheep did not despair of his people, ever 
though they crucified him. When love fo 
our people flees from the Shepherd’s heart 
“the one that is lost” becomes merely anothe 
sheep. There is a cartoon depicting an angr 
father scolding his boy because he had bee: 
beaten in a school examination “by a mer 
girl.” The humbled boy says, “But, daddy 
girls are not quite so ‘mere’ as they used t 
be.” In God’s sight everyone is “not quite s: 
mere.” The moment our labor of love disin 
tegrates into an irksome drudgery we ar 
robbed of our power. The water in the dee 
wells of the spirit has become bitter wit 
professionalism. The sweetness of love is th 
only antidote to the poison of professionalisr 
in the performance of our sacred duties. Er 
tering homes of death is a common exper 
ence to the pastor, but he should not forge 
that to the heartbroken bereaved ones it is 
calamity. The pastor who does not bring t 
such a situation a heart full of love and syn 
pathy is like the farmer who in the winte 
drags a plough over the frozen ground. H 
scratches the surface but he can not turn th 
soil. The pastors do not serve hard, cold it 
stitutions; they minister to human hearts. “N 
tale of Divine love was ever yet believed fro 
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HYMNS AND CHRISTIAN UNITY 


IVAN H. HAGEDORN 


tressed by the present confusion of 

Christendom. Frederick C. Grant, in 
his “Future of Protestantism,” says: “If Pro- 
testantism continues the process of splitting 
up into sects, its doom is inescapable — it will 
simply disintegrate an army that has 
broken up into separate and independent 
companies, brigades and corporal-guards; such 
an army is on the way to defeat and chaos.” 

The trumpet summoning the Protestant 
army to war against the entrenched evils in 
politics, in our social and industrial life, has 
given forth an uncertain sound because of the 
failure to take counsel together. Dean Hodges 
once said: “Effective blows are not struck with 
extended fingers, but with the solid fist.” On 
the mission fields, the confusion is particularly 
pitiful. W. E. Orchard stingingly says, “De- 
nominationalism on the mission fields has been 
developed into something between a farce and 
a tragedy.” 

Within the last century, the ends of the 
earth have been brought together by the im- 
provement of facilities in travel and communi- 
cation, but it is quite evident that the chasm 
between nations has widened psychologically. 
The barriers of time and space which held 
men apart have been removed by the inven- 
tions of science — mountains have been tun- 
nelled or spanned by railroads or transcended 
by aeroplanes. But religion evidently has 
failed in its great task of bringing about com- 
mon brotherhood. Continents are banded to- 
gether with ribbons of steel, but men still are 
hopelessly apart in sympathy and understand- 
ing. Christianity, instead of being the mighty 
cable it was meant to be, bringing nations to 
the throne of God, has frayed out into so 
many stands that no single thread or groups 
of threads has in it the necessary fiber for the 
strain which its high task imposes. Dr. E. 
Stanley Jones expressed as one of his deepest 
convictions, “The Gospel was intended to 
i unite, to heal, to produce a brotherhood, to 
make the world one. That Gospel has often 
} been so changed that in fact it has been used 
{to divide, to wound, to produce innumerable 
1 sects, and to make the world more disrupted 
‘than ever. The curse of religion has been its 
divisiveness.” aes 

The idea that any one denomination is a 


Fy tesa t who loves the Lord is dis- 
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particular or an exclusive channel of grace is 
dead, as far as intelligent Christians are con- 
cerned. Dr. H. R. L. Sheppard, in his book 
“The Impatience of a Parson,” envisions “a 
Church like some great cathedral, in which 
there are multitudes of side chapels, where 
the one God is worshipped in different ways 
by differently minded people, yet all are with- 
in one Church.” 

Beranger, the French lyric writer, one time 
said: “Let me make the songs of the people. 
I care not who makes their laws.” Hymns are 
more potent than creeds, and yet we try to 
get at the solution of our denominational dif- 
ferences through our creeds. The way lies 
through our songs. Deep calls unto deep, and 
through our hymns we realize most truly that 
the children of God are one family. In the 
hymns we sing, we discover a unity which 
reaches down below all creedal differences. 
Above the tumult of hatred and war, songs 
rise to Him who is the Father of us all. The 
men and women who wrote the songs which 
have kept the soul of our people alive, while 
holding various affiliation, have this in com- 
mon — they were men and women of flesh and 
blood who experienced the same temptations, 
aspirations, and faith. 

In hymns of high order, the differences of 
creed are scarcely noticeable. Ardent Pro- 
testants sing the hymns of Newman, Faber, 
and other Catholic writers. Unitarians like 
Oliver Holmes delight in the hymns of Isaac 
Watts and Charles Wesley. Trinitarians sing 
with pleasure hymns which come from Uni- 
tarian sources. Isaac Watts was once thought 
to have a dangerous leaning toward Unitarian 
faith. The absurdity of this accusation is 
manifested by the fact that no less than 107 
of his hymns dwell on the glory of the Divine 
Christ. His hymns would not offend the most 
sensitive soul. His tolerance is evident in his 
statement, “I am persuaded there is a breadth 
in the narrow road to heaven, and persons 
may tread more than seven abreast on it.” 
When we sing the treasured hymns of the 
Church, we can well turn aside from contro- 
versy and forget our differences. We possess 
then a unity that overlaps national, as well as 
ecclesiastical differences and barriers. 

I 
What a contribution has been made to the 
Continued on page 484 
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IDIOTS NEVER COMBINE 


LESLIE BATES MOSS, D.D. 


he had visited a large hospital for the 

mentally afflicted. He expressed to his 
guide surprise that there were so few guards 
in evidence. The answer was: “There is 
nothing to fear. Idiots never combine.” 


We may well look at our world today with 
heartsick apprehension. Just where is all this 
destructiveness going to end? It is part of 
our purpose to discover any paths which we 
can follow to help us feel more at home in 
our world. One thinks of home as a place of 
peace and happiness and contentment. These 
wars threaten to engulf all that. Can we 
somehow lift our eyes to horizons beyond the 
present conflict? 


| FRIEND told me of an experience when 


Pain, suffering, injustice and distress are 
the lot of mankind. One of the most easily 
understood facts about the dictators is that 
they are offering their peoples some very defi- 
nite and clear-cut as well as appealing goals. 
They assure the mass of their subjects that 
to secure the good things they want they must 
pay the price of bending their backs under the 
increased load, all together, and in combina- 
tion they will win the desired end. 


We in America have been so sure that 
every man’s satisfaction rested on his own 
unaided effort that we have completely ig- 
nored the lessons of life which insist that 
cooperation and combination must be added 
to the methods of the past. It is this ministry 
for the life of our world to which the Chris- 
tian Church is peculiarly called. We have 
pioneered the emphasis on the value of the 
individual. We have lifted him up out of the 
mass. The message of Christ has made him 
feel that he is somebody both in the eyes of 
his fellowmen, and before God. But now we 
have to fuse that strength-giving consciousness 
into a combination that will add new power 
to our lives. 


The Christian Church needs to take up the 
definite task of educating the peoples of this 
world into the necessity for some type of 
world government. We can let the political 
experts decide the form of it probably, but 
we shall never have peace in our world until 
we make the goal toward which we are work- 
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ing just as definite and as intriguing as any 
thing the dictators can place before their sub 
jects. They are ready to go through fire, anc 
to be destroyed in order to achieve for thei 
country the goods which they seek. Th 
Christian Church has also to face persecutior 
and a difficult time before it can see the pur 
poses of God brought into the fullness o 
expression in human society. We must lean 
how to combine if we are to teach the worlc 
the message of love and of justice. It is ; 
lesson which will demand sacrifice. But w 
are living in a world in which that is a com 
monplace. When the forces of physical de 
struction combine they can bring ruin te 
everything in their path. I am persuaded tha 
if the Christian followers were to combin« 
with equal purpose and determination i 
demonstrating the power of the spiritual te 
solve the real problems of mankind, the neces 
sity for physical destruction would be over 
come. 

Ignorance or misunderstanding is the re 
quired basis for blind allegiance. But, unit: 
of undertaking and direction, is essential te 
the success of an enterprise. Knowing this 
the dictator method is to destroy schools, o 
libraries, to limit the sources of informatiox 
and direct the channels of spreading it. Yor 
may call it propaganda or what you will. Th. 
result is the wilful debasing of the humax 
mind to the point where it loses either it 
opportunity, or ability to decide intelligentl- 
its course of action. 

The direction of Christ’s teaching has bee 
just the opposite. It has held that each in 
dividual has the latent power at least to un 
derstand the truths of the great univers 
around us. God has given us the potentia 
ability to extract the secrets of this universe 
On this supposition the Christians have gon 
to ends of the earth to try to implant in live 
who have never known the joyous thrill of 
new idea, the desire and ability to find ou 
some of these God-constructed truths. Ou 
Christian schools have brought modern edv 
cation to many a land. Japan, China, Kore 
Burma, India, many countries in Africa, an. 
the Near East have all found the disturbin 
but entrancing experience of being shown 


The Expositc 


-much more wonderful universe than they had 
ever dreamed. And it has come to many of 
their peoples through Christian channels. This 
is releasing mankind from the old bondage 
of superstition and ignorance and setting his 
feet on a pathway that leads to increasing 
light. But that pathway also leads to dif- 
ferences in opinion. God did not create our 
mentalities all in one mold. Truth has. its 
different phases. It is too great for any one 
human mind. We each can see only one side 
of it at a time. It has a different appearance 
to various people, much as the moon has a 
different shape apparently at different times. 
Thus is laid the basis for intelligent disa- 
greement. 


But now we have arrived at the time when 
general inability to agree is in danger of 
losing us all our hard won gains through 
thousands of years. Unless we can find a 
basis for combining we are lost as idiots are 
lost. Unless we can work together for some 
great end, mankind is done for. The powers 
of destruction achieve combination by force. 
We who are free people must achieve our 
combination by voluntary choice, and by a 
steadiness of purpose which cannot be shaken. 
We must help the spiritually-minded men and 
women of our world to unite for advance- 
ment of the ideal of a world organized gov- 
ernment. This will render such follies as 
those going on in Asia and Europe impossible 
in the future. We do not have that senseless 
waste of mankind’s energies in internal war 
in the United States. Illinois does not go to 
_ war with California because it has been denied 
a seacoast, or for any other reason. We have 
learned, and are learning, how to adjust our 
differences in an enlightened manner without 
resort to destruction. This is the lesson of 
combination which the world must learn. 


The Church in any one country may not 
always be strong enough in numbers or in 
spiritual power to maintain its message in the 
midst of the other forces besetting it. But we 
must learn to bring the support from the Church 
in other countries quickly, unitedly, without 
reluctance, to the Christians, and the needy 
nationals of those lands. We are going to be 
called upon repeatedly in the near future to 
help relieve suffering in other lands. We must 
do that, and gladly. But we should not forget 
the larger task that God has committed to His 
children, of building a world in which peace 
makes possible the full development of all 
men into the fullness of the stature of Christ. 
And let us realize that this means a world sO 
organized on a world scale that irresponsible 
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parties cannot destroy the lives of others. Let 
us also realize that this involves a new sensi- 
tiveness for justice. We as Christians have not 
preached justice as much as we should. We 
can have no peace while justice is denied to 
men. 

Does this seem to you too stupendous to be 
possible? America always believes that the 
bigger the task, the more worth while it is. 
So I am confident that your informed spirit 
would eagerly join itself to others to combine 
in making the power of God the ruling power 
in our world. It is the spiritual perception to 
which Christians are heir which should give 
us confidence in the future. To realize that 
Christ came as the Saviour of men from their 
shortcomings and follies is also to realize the 
privilege to which He has called us as _part- 
ners in the task of transforming human society 
into His pattern. Some of you may regard 
this as fantastic. But there is a power here 
in our universe which we have not adequately 
learned to use. Here is the story of a very 
humble uneducated gateman of a church in 
China. This will perhaps give you a slight 
glimpse of what I mean. His ancestral home 
was in a little valley. During late years this 
valley had been almost completely laid waste 
by communists and later by bandits. This man 
was serving as gateman of a church in Chang- 
sha but after the battles and destruction had 
raged there he decided to return to his an- 
cestral home. He decided to do what he 
could to rehabilitate that formerly beautiful 
little valley. It was actually within the fight- 
ing area, but he began to work, and soon the 
valley was animated by a new hope and crea- 
tive spirit. A community church was formed 
and then they built a plain new wooden 
church building. They started experiments in 
cooperative living, and set up farm and weav- 
ing cooperatives, and a Christian school. Al- 
though they are all the most humble of folk 
they find the guidance of God is sure and 
firm. When they worked together they ac- 
complished something of infinite worth. 

Well, the question is whether as Christians 
we are going to follow the pattern of the 
idiots, or combine in ever larger undertakings, 
expanding the power of God among men, 
building a cooperative world freed from injus- 
tice, and with a purpose to live in the pres- 
ence of Almighty God? It is a big order. It 
calls for the very best we have in us, and then 
for the utmost we can secure from God. But, 
it is the only alternative worth considering to 
the kind of world in which we now live. 


(Published by special permission of Religious Radio 
Division, National Broadcasting Company). 
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The J ditot y Columns 


Life’s Porterville 


E had for months been Expositor- 

W hobbled. Our visiting in more or less 

distant parts had been limited. Some 
of the delightfully scenic drives around East 
Aurora we had discovered and enjoyed but 
countless of the roads are as strange to us 
today, after being in East Aurora over a year, 
as they were the day of our arrival. 

At the time of the meeting of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, in 
Rochester, we put a little more air in the 
tires and gas in the tank of the family chariot 
and with a road-map handy, set out for 
Rochester. 

The first town we were to pass through 
was indicated on the map as Porterville. We 
drove out Pine Street, passed the road to the 
Country Club and soon found ourselves on an 
uncertain little lane that wandered with de- 
lightful abandon and indirection over the hills 
and through the valleys which made it as 
undesirable as it was impossible to urge our 
steed. 


We were getting close to Porterville, ac- 
cording to our map and the speedometer. 
Abruptly the road we were on met a cross 
road and stopped there. I saw no sign point- 
ing in either direction to suggest which way 
we should turn, right or left. Just at that 
moment of indecision, a farmer and his wife 
emerged from a barn just beyond the intersec- 
tion and I hailed him, asking the way to 
Porterville. 


With a million dollar smile playing around 
his gentle face, he pointed down and drawing 
the back of a hairy, well tanned hand across 
his mouth, said, “Well Stranger, this be it, 
right hyar. Yore in Porterville.” 

There is little more human than to be seek- 
ing vaguely for the place upon which we 
stand, for the thing we grasp, for the accom- 
plishment we have achieved, which after all 
is but a left-handed approach to the old dis- 
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tant pastures saw. If you have followed the 
map of your noblest desire, it may be true 
that only the humble folk of Porterville know 
you have arrived. A right turn at Porterville 


will keep you on the Way. Que 


of 

Traditions 

The early pioneers and navigators whe 
plowed the seas for a successful career, were 
as truly great, actually and potentially, as any 
of our modern “Napoleons of Finance” or 
“Captains of Industry,” so-called. Many of the 
descendants of early New England, woulc 
treat with scorn the slightest suggestion. 
whether of whim or caprice, that we throw 
our sacred traditions of church and state out 
of the window. But for their devotion to Goc 
and country, their moral stamina and thei 
unwavering fidelity to convictions and _ prin- 
ciples—we might all be “goose-stepping” to- 
day. America needs a tightening, rather thar 
a slackening of earnestness. In a sense, we al 
are the political and spiritual descendants 0: 
the Pilgrims and Puritans. We may smile a 
some of their habits and customs, but it is <¢ 
cultured smile free from irony and mordaw 
criticism. America is paying a terrible price 
today for its negative reactionism and largels 
spurious liberalism. A return to first princi 
ples, providing it is not too late, would be 
both salient and invigorating. Slackness anc 
disinterestedness makes for softness in head. 
will, heart and spirit. Our traditional freedom 
did not come to us from “Charlie McCarthys” 
and mechanical robots. 

GE. 


fe 


Fear is the only thing to fear. 

Worry never bridged a canyon. 

Fears come while we sit. 

To mirror God the soul must be calm. 
Christ seeks fellowship, not patronage. 
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SOR CA METHODS 


Attendance 
Prayer 
Patriotism 


Church Attendance Grows As Men 
Serve Breakfast 

The Men’s Club of First Parish Church, 
Scituate, Massachusetts, according to an Asso- 
ciated Press Report, has discovered a new 
formula for increasing Church attendance. 

Announcement that members, personally, 
would serve breakfast before services increased 
attendance 125 per cent and brought 26 new 
members into Church, the largest single unit 
since it was founded. 

The menu: Sixteen dozen scrambled eggs, 
bacon, corn muffins, doughnuts and coffee. 
Wm. J. Hart, Laconta, N. Y. 


of 


10th Anniversary of Church of the Air, 
Columbia Broadcasting Company 


Sunday after Sunday, for nine years, the 
Columbia Broadcasting System’s Church of 
the Air has broadcast two services with ser- 
mons delivered by ministers representing all 
the established faiths in the United States. 

This CBS presentation, in which many 
eminent ministers have participated, entered 
its tenth year on Sept. 1 and church leaders 
of all denominations have sent congratulatory 
messages emphasizing their appreciation for 
what the Church of the Air has done and is 
doing for the cause of religion. 

During the existence of this religious pro- 

gram, its services have been listened to by 
many millions —in homes, hospitals, camps, 
boarding schools, infirmaries — by persons 
dwelling in desolate areas in this country and 
in Canada, and also by those in distant lands 
who have heard the messages over Columbia’s 
short-wave stations. 

Since the launching of the first broadcast 
of the Church of the Air, on a Sunday early 
in September, 1931, its appeal has grown 
greatly, a fact that is attested to by the many 
thousands of letters (14,000 were received in 
one week) that pour into CBS headquarters 
from correspondents who for the most part tell 
of the inspiration and comfort they have 
derived from the sermons. 

The Church of the Air services are broad- 
cast at 10:00 A.M. and 1:00 P.M. — Eastern 
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Preaching to Children 
Study of Book of Psalms 
Communion Service (World-wide) 


Standard or Daylight Saving Time, according 
to the time in effect. 

In a statement of the policy of this pro- 
gram, William S. Paley, president of the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, writes: 

“When the Columbia Broadcasting System, 
in September, 1931, offered its facilities for 
the creation of a Church of the Air, it was 
generally recognized that religious broadcast- 
ing should not be hap-hazard but, in fairness 
to all concerned, should follow a carefully 
pre-determined policy. That policy, as it was 
then conceived, and as it stands today, is 
based on the simple premise of religious free- 
dom. 

“It provides that the pulpit of Columbia’s 
Church of the Air shall be made available, 
impartially, to all established religious faiths 
in America; that speakers who use this pulpit 
shall enjoy freedom of expression, so long as 
their messages in no way attack the religious 
faith of others; that no charge shall be made 
or payment accepted for religious broadcasts 


‘on the Columbia network. 


“The reasoning behind our religious policy 
is, I believe, self-evident in its terms. Here 
is nothing more than a straightforward guar- 
antee that the principle of religious liberty, 
so vital in the founding of this country, shall 
determine the course and character of relig- 
ious programs on Columbia. 

of 
Preaching to Children 

(A summary of an address given to a class 

in a Divinity School.) 
Rev. Gordon W. Mattice 

When Jesus was speaking to his disciples 
about the Kingdom of God on earth, He took 
a little child and set him in the midst and 
said, “Here is the material out of which that 
Kingdom is to be built. Here is the main line 
of approach. ‘Except ye become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall in no wise enter in.’” 

The hope of the Church is in the children. 
Childhood is the impressionable period, for 
children have minds and hearts like wax to 
receive and like granite to retain. What a 
tragedy if we minister's permit children to go 
through our hands without having been led 
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to make a definite decision for the Christian 
life, and without having been systematically 
instructed in the Christian faith. 

Charles R. Brown in his “The Making of a 
Minister” says: 

“The Roman Catholic Church, having been en- 
gaged so long in the business of making Christians 
as to know what it is about, centers its efforts upon 
the child. This Church carries a burden of formalism 
and of what would be to many of us an impossible 
theology, but it grows and thrives, not by the con- 
version of ungodly adults, but by the careful, insis- 
tent training of its own children. ‘‘Go to the Pope, 
thou sluggard in the work of Christian nurture; con- 
sider his ways and be wise.” 


Of course, in the Protestant Church we 
have the Church School, and the various youth 
groups, and over these the Minister will have 
careful supervision in the selection of mate- 
rials, in the training and recruiting of teachers, 
and in the promotion of the program. 

Let us think, however, of the definite rela- 
tionship that ought to exist between the Min- 
ister and the Children of his Church, his 
preaching ministry to children. The minister 
must know and love children. Usually the 
opportunity for his speaking directly to them 
is during the regular Sunday morning service, 
when they are present for part of the service. 
This provides a point of contact, and an ideal 
teaching atmosphere. The Minister will let 
the children know that he is glad that they 
attend the service, and plan the first part of 
the service, the hymns, prayers, Scripture, 
with them at least partly in mind. 

Then he will devote a few minutes to them, 
addressing them in words of their own lan- 
guage, avoiding words like “regeneration” and 
“sanctification” and the such like, for these are 
technical, theological terms, the meaning of 
which they do not understand. It is good 
mental and spiritual training to state a theo- 
logical doctrine in simple language and con- 
cretely illustrate it. 

Here the Preacher to the children will at- 
tempt to do at least three things: to interest 
them. It is difficult to capture the attention 
of children, but once it is secured, then one 
can go on to the instruction, and finally the 
minister will impress and clinch the truth he 
has sought to lodge in the minds of the chil- 
dren. 

I asked some members of my congregation 
to answer various questions for me, with refer- 
ence to the children’s sermon. Concerning the 
value of the sermon, these were typical re- 
plies: “It gets them to come to Church regu- 
larly for they have a place in the service, a 
sense of belonging.” “They get to know the 
Minister.” “The children receive spiritual in- 
struction in the best atmosphere —in the 
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Sanctuary.” Frequently I use objects to a 
tract attention and to teach, and asked if the 
felt that these in any way detracted from th 
genuine worship experience of the congregs 
tion. The unanimous answer was “No.” ( 
course, the objects will be carefully choser 
Objects will be taken into the pulpit not fc 
their own sake alone, but only because the 
possess some positive instructional possibilitt 
The object must be secondary to the ide: 
Those that are most effective are things fami 
iar to and used by children. 

There are many books which give helpf 
suggestions concerning children’s sermons. 

a minister developes the “homiletic” mind, I 
will everyday discover ideas for his children 
sermons. 

Above all, let the minister recognize bot 
his opportunity and obligation to his ch 
dren, and find ways of reaching them wii 
the message of the Gospel.—July, 1940. 

7 
A Prayer in Time of War 
Charles J. Lotz 

O God, help us to be Christian America 
and American Christians. May we be nob 
sons and daughters of noble fathers ar 
mothers, who dared to dream of a nation 
which the spirit of Christ should be dominar 

We thank Thee for our American church 
and schools; churches to preach the winson 
teachings of our Lord and schools to empl 
the principle of growth as He employed | 
We have not yet realized the dream of tl 
founding fathers for our churches and o 
schools have not yet done their perfect wor 
Establish Thou them in our hearts that y 
may worthily cherish them and support ther 
Establish Thou them also more firmly in tl 
life of our nation, lest we fail to actualize o 
fathers’ dream or even lose or abandon it. 

Forbid that any manner of tribulation 
provocation drive us to forget or neglect t 
spirirt of Jesus. Grant that even in the mic 
of war we shall be able to love our enemi 
as He loved, pitied, and forgave His enemi 
Save us from the infidelity of attempting 
rationalize hate, no matter how fiercely \ 
may be tempted. Redeem us from resorti 
to the methods and the tools that we so p: 
sionately condemn in our adversaries. M 
we not give the lie to our life-long professic 
Forbid that we should re-enact the crucifixi 
of our Lord. 

And now we humbly beg Thee to forgi 
our failure to achieve that which our fath 
envisioned, that for which we have churcl 
and schools. May we, even while war’s de 
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lation continues in every part of the world, 
address ourselves energetically and with aban- 
don to the task of making known to every 
person that which the pioneer patriots sought 
as they thought Christ’s thoughts after Him 
in His quest for the Kingdom of God on earth. 
And may we inspire all who come to under- 
stand these things also to enlist in the institu- 
tions that have become sacred to us assured 
that thereby we shall all the sooner achieve 
a Christian America. 


And when we have wrought out upon the 
anvil of American life that which our great 
men held up before them and us, deign to use 
us to spread it to the remotest corners of 
earth. Then shall justice roll down as a mighty 
stream; then shall the lion and the lamb lie 
down together; then shall men tum their 
swords into plough shares and their spears 
into pruning hooks; then shall every man sit 
under his vine and fig tree; then shall all men 
be brothers and God shall be their God, and 
there shall be no more death. Amen.—Rood- 
house, Ill. 


q 


An Outline Study and Suggestions 
for the Book of Psalms 


(This might well serve as a series of Sunday 
Evening Meditations, or Meditations for Mid- 
Week Services.) 


The Psalms: A collection of 150 spiritual 
songs or poems, mostly used for devotional 
reading and for temple worship. 


Herein is set forth every possible attitude of Man 
before His God. Past history, present experience and 
prophetic hope found here. Also penitence, despair, 
adoration, prayers for deliverance, expressions of trust 
and truth, victory, confidence and rapture. The whole 
drama of humanity unfolded here. 


Organization: Main thought is worship. Div- 

~ ided into five books, distinctly separate. Each 

ends with a Doxology. “Moses gave to the 

Israelites the five books of the Law; corres- 

ponding with these, David gave them the five 
books of the Psalms.” 


A. Psalms 1-41—Corresponding with Genesis. Main 
thought—Man, his state of blessedness, fall and 
recovery. 

B. Psalms 42-72—Corresponding with Exodus. Main 
thought—Israel’s ruin, the coming of the Re- 
deemer, and the process of redemption. 

C. Psalms 73-89—Corresponding with Leviticus. Main 
thought—the Sanctuary. 

D. Psalms 90-106 — Corresponding with Numbers. 
Main thought—The earth. Blessing is needed, 
anticipated and enjoyed. 

E. Psalms 107-150—Corresponding with Deuteronomy. 
Main thought—The Word of God. 


Titles or Inscriptions: These prefixed by 
compilers. 116 have titles. Give information 
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as to origin and authorship. Some are musical 
mstructions. Examples: 


Ps. 4 “Neginoth” (stringed instruments); Ps. 5 
“Nehiloth” (wind instruments); Ps. 6 “Neginoth 
upon Sheminith” (bass voices); Ps. 7 “Shiggaion”’ 
(erratic, irregular rhythm); Ps. 39 “Juduthun” 
(name of tune); Ps. 46 “Alamoth” (maiden’s voices) ; 
Ps. 22 “Aijeleth Shahar” (‘hinds of the morning’ — 
the melody to which the Psalm was sung.) 


Some Leading Thoughts Running Through 
the Psalms: 


A. Representations of God. Ps. 11, 16, 23. 

B. Historical (appeal to history). Ps. 78, 105, 106. 
(Splendid summaries of history found here. ) 

C. Godly Man or Ethical. Ps. 1, 15, 24, 101, 112. 
Ways of Life contrasted. 

D. Messianic—looking toward the coming of the 
Deliverer. Ps. 2, 24, 22 (Calvary Psalm), 72 
(Prince of Peace). 

~ Proplemof Hwils Psac/pe4 Onis. 

F. Nature—the psalmist loved the out-of-doors. Ps. 
102, 104, 65, 23, 19. Note which aspect of 
nature most frequently mentioned. 

G. “Blesseds”—construct the Old Testament Beati- 
tudes by bringing these together: 1:1, 32:1, 32:2, 
33:12, 40:4, 41:1, 65:4, 84:4, 89:15, 119:1, 2, 
128:1. (Look for others.) 


Suggestions for Further Study: 


ie 


1. Read each Psalm and write out a short 
summary of it. Give each one a title, based 
on its leading thought. Examples: Ps. 1, The 
Righteous and Wicked Contrasted. Ps. 12, 
Jehovah is a help against the treacherous. Ps. 
15, Description of a Citizen of Zion. Ps. 34, 
Praise to Jehovah for his goodness. Ps. 35, 
Prayer for rescue from enemies.—Gordon W. 
Mattice, Westminster Church, Rochester, N. Y. 


Gf 


World-Wide Communion Sun. Oct. 6, 1940 

Observing Holy Communion in every local 
Church throughout the world, seeking to have 
every member present at the Lord’s Table, is 
the goal of this plan, sponsored by the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches of Christ in America, 
with the cooperation of the Provisional com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches, 
(headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland). 

It is suggested that on Sunday afternoon 
September 29, a visitation be made by each 
congregation of its entire membership. Select 
a group of visitors (ten per cent of the local 
congregation) and send them out two by two 
on Sunday afternoon to call on the entire 
membership. If impossible for some of the 
teams to complete their lists on Sunday after- 
noon, then request them to continue through 
Monday and Tuesday. Literature explaining 
the plans is available from the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York City. 

Already some pastors across America are 
planning for two Communion Services on 
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Sunday morning, October 6th. This will be 
necessary because of the intensive preparation, 
continuous announcements and the visitation 
of every member on the last Sunday afternoon 
of September. 

Usually the first Sunday in October is Rally 
Day in the churches. In many congregations 
there is considerable confusion and a sort of 
“pep” spirit. The World Communion Sunday 
Observance puts the Communion Table at the 
very center of the service. The entire mem- 
bership is asked to come about this Table 
reverently, for a rededication to Christ and 
His undying Cause. This new emphasis for 
the first Sunday in October will produce more 
satisfying and more lasting results for any 
church that goes about its preparations ser- 
iously. 

It is most appropriate that at this time when 
war is rampant and hate is on the march, 
Christians should do everything possible to 
maintain an unbroken world fellowship. It 
will mean much for the ecumenical outlook of 
the entire Church. It will go far toward help- 
ing Christians to dedicate themselves for a 
larger sacrificial service at the beginning of 
the autumn’s work. 

This World Wide Communion Sunday does 
not contemplate union Communion services, 
but rather that each local congregation shall 
seek to have all of its members present at its 
own Communion Services and conscious of 
their spiritual oneness in Christ with fellow- 
worshippers around the World. 


“In Christ there is no East or West 
In Him no South or North; 

But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth.” 


Subscribers interested in reviewing addi- 
tional thoughts for this service, should refer 
to their Annual Index in their bound volumes. 
Since 1935, the Annual Index appears in the 
December issue. Prior to that date, it is in the 
September issue, as volumes ended with the 
September issue. Communion Meditations 
may be found in any volume. 


of 

Use of Candles in Christian Fellowship 

This is the title of a gift booklet of some 
46 pages, edited by William H. Leach, and 
published by Goodenough and Woglom, 
whose contributions to the enhancement of 
Church and Sunday School work throughout 
the land are well known to Expositor readers. 

The booklet is attractively bound, boxed in 
gift box, and should prove most serviceable to 
Church leaders. Contents include Candles in 
Tradition; Candles in the Home; Candles in 
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Your Services; Candles in Worship; A Mem-. 
orial Lighting Service; A Golden Wedding: 
Anniversary Service. 

y 
The Patriotism of Peace 


Extracts from an address on the above title, 
by the Honorable Joe R. Hanley, to the Chris-. 
tian Endeavor at the World’s Fair, may be of? 
interest to those addressing young people. — 


“There are many things that we must forget that we: 
learned when quite young. The world has never seens 
such conditions as exist at present. The young peoples 
of today have to bear the burdens, pay the taxes, dor 
the fighting, bear the sacrifices, and be the ones who» 
will be crippled or killed in battle. 


“The patriotism of peace is just as necessary as the 
patriotism of war. In the patriotism of peace we have 
to choose between being full of faith or drenched in 
skepticism. The United States of America needs those 
who believe in the United States of America. Today is 
our opportunity to have faith. We must re-sell America 
to the Americans. 


‘Whatever else you got in your life be sure to get 
faith. We must exalt the spiritual over the material | 
The time has come in America when we must learn that) 
it is not the material things that make for greatness: 
We can build all the aeroplanes or all of the fleets than 
we wish, but this nation will be no more powerful on 
safe than the soul life of the men and women within it. 


“This is God’s last experiment with democracy. ql 
we fail, the clock will move back for centuries. We 
must not fail. If we have faith in God, we cannot fail.’’ 


Extracts from the address of Dr. Littletor: 
E. H. Smith, Riverside United Presbyterian 
Church, Buffalo, to the same group, on the 
subject, “America’s Maginot Line” will con: 
tain food for thought — 


Said Dr. Smith, “Our way of living is a heritage ane 
a belief. We are pleased to believe that the evolutiox 
of history has reached its finest cycle in the Americax 
way. This way of life is essentially Christian in char 
acter. 


“We have learned that character is a more impreg 
nable defense than guns and that our indestructibl 
defenses are spiritual in character. America’s Maginos 
Line must not be immobile but plastic, and cannot b: 
material but must be spiritual. 


“A philosophy may influence defeat or victory. Phill 
osophy is somewhat to blame for our present conditions 
It seeks to do the same thing among our youth that 
Nazism or Facism do—take away the rights of im 
dividuals to think. There has come to our life 
political philosophy that the government will providl 
for every individual and that the person has the righ 


to expect from the government things whether or nc 
he works. 


“The American Maginot Line is within you. You 
own heart and mind can surmount the press of total 
tarian philosophy. The greatest contribution you ca. 
make to your nation is to find yourself. 


“There can be no substitute of concrete and steel fc 
spirit. There is no substitute for God. There is ni 
substitute for religion. 


“A fine thing has happened in these United State: 
The Old Americanism has been revived. It is felt ii 
the sweep of the prairies, in the moving waters of 
great river, in the tread of the homeward bound fae 
tory workers, in the songs of the cotton pickers, it 
in the music of the machinery in our mills, it is in you 
hearts and as it breaks into song, the words are di: 
tinguished as “God Bless America.” 
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What is Your Question? 

Rev. T. J. Williams, Pilgrim Congregational 
Church, Plymouth, Pennsylvania, writes, 

“We are in the midst of an extensive reno- 
vating program in our Church, and I would 
like to know if you have ever published a 
Service of Dedication, similar to the service 
of the Flag Dedication. If you have, I should 
be most happy to pay for the issue in which 
it appears. 

“I had occasion to write to several com- 
panies handling pulpit furnishings and_ took 
pleasure in mentioning the fact that I had 
read their advertisements in your magazine.” 

The Annual indices in volumes of The 
Expositor will show many such Dedication 
Programs. However, we were glad to send 
a typed copy to Rev. Williams. When you 
name The Expositor in any of your letters, 
you are helping to build a better publication 
for your weekly use. 


Preaching Today : 

Addresses contained in the current issue of 
Preaching Today are as follows— 

1. “The Man Who Quit Going to Church,” 
by A. L. Hess, Ph.D., Chicago. 

2. “A Faith For Such a Time as This,” by 
Williston Wirt, D.D., Eugene, Oregon. 

8. “Fulfilled Prophecy,” by Clarence Ed- 
ward Macartney, Pittsburgh. 

4. “God’s Guarantee,” Charles R. Hodges, 
Hampton, Connecticut. 

5. “Pressing Toward the Prize,” Charles 
Haddon Nabers, D.D., Greenville, S. C. 

6. “Sitting on the Fence,” Ivan H. Hage- 
dorn, Philadelphia, Pa. 


If you have not availed yourself of the in- 
spiration of studying such addresses, this is 
your opportunity. Preaching Today is avail- 
able to any Expositor subscriber for a dollar 
a year. 
of 
A Candlelight Communion Service 
(Reprinted by request from page 872, April, 
ta 1930). 

It was in the evening that Jesus adminis- 
tered the first Holy Communion. Perhaps it 
was simply because of the sequence of events. 
Yet evening is the time for the kind of 
thoughts that are found going through one’s 
mind at such a celebration. It is then that 
we can look back over the day and see our 
need for Divine guidance. It is in the quiet 
between-the dark and the daylight that we 
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are in a peculiarly receptive mood. Medita- 
tion is natural, and communion with the 
Father follows easily. 

A Candlelight Communion service has all 
the above things to offer. In addition only 
those who feel the need of the service will 
attend. There will be no necessity for hurry- 
ing through the morning service so that com- 
munion may be served at the end of it. No 
“preliminaries” which are entirely unrelated 
to the climax of the service need be indulged 
in. Opportunity is given for a more leisurely 
meditation hour and for the use of some of 
the great music which is appropriate for the 
occasion. The use of light, color, and music 
can be so blended as to become a distinct 
aid to worship. 

The following is merely suggestive: At twi- 
light the communicants begin to congregate. 
The sanctuary is lighted only with candles. 
On the communion table or altar are the ele- 
ments. The organist is softly playing the fine 
old evening hymns. The choir is already in 
its place. At the appointed hour choral music 
continues the worship period, followed by the 
Scripture lesson and a deeply devotional talk 
by the minister. The Holy Communion litur- 
gy is read, the choir chanting all portions 
which lend themselves to such treatment. The 
actual presentation of the elements should be 
made in as unobtrusive a manner as is possible. 
An excellent invitation hymn is “Softly Now 
the Light of Day.” The words and music 
combine to present an intelligent and beauti- 
ful appeal. If the kneeling bench at the altar 
is comfortable there is no need for rushing 
through this part of the Communion. People 
should have the opportunity of staying long 
enough to do some real thinking. Let the 
hour close with the benediction and music. 

Men and women have come into the Church 
while the afterglow still dimly lights the earth. 
They leave quietly after night has fallen and 
with them they take the new Hope and 
strength which the fellowship and meditation 
of such a time can give them. 


fi 


Bulletin Board Slogans 

Youll get up with fleas if you lie down 
with the dogs. 

Its easier to have heaven on the tongue’s 
end than on the fingers’ end. 

To get a bumper crop sow wild oats. 

There is a difference between living in the 
world and having the world live in you. 

The Christian cannot impress the world by 
agreeing with it. 
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Isaiah 55:8-9. 
()* June 17th, 1940 the government of 


France, by its Premier Marshall Pe- 

tain, asked Germany for the terms of 
an honorable peace. While Adolph Hitler and 
Benito Mussolini were speeding towards Mun- 
ich to discuss the terms upon which peace 
would be given, the leading Nazi newspaper 
in Berlin asked in its leading editorial: “Can 
the sins of twenty-one years be forgiven in 
twenty-four hours?” 

In the light of that question which a gov- 
ernment-controlled journal shrieked to the 
world within a day after an armistice was 
asked, we turn to the ancient prophet Isaiah 
with his message, “For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” 

If the question of the Berlin newspaper 
were not so terribly tragic, it would be 
screamingly funny. It would be funny to 
remember that a newspaper of that nation, 
in that particular time, used two words that 
belong more to the vocabulary of the church 
than to the Nazi regime, “Sins” and “Forgive- 
ness.” The forgiveness of sin is a matter for 
the man filled with the Spirit of God to con- 
sider rather than for political masters to de- 
bate. The forgiveness of sins is a concern for 
the heart and the soul rather than for the 
diving bombers and the seventy-ton tanks. 

The history of man, apart from God, is not 
a history of forgiveness but of aggression. 
Through the international corridors as well as 
through the so-called halls of justice often 
has rung the cry, “An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth.” Instead of the Golden 
Rule —to do unto others as we would that 
they should do unto us, it has been do the 
other man thoroughly and speedily lest he 
have a chance to do you. The demand is for 
the last ounce in the pound of flesh, the final 
drop in the pint of blood. 

Once upon a time when China was overrun 
by a group of Western powers, and idemnity 
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b 
SINS OF TWENTY-ONE YEARS 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS, D.D. 


ULE! 


was demanded for the destruction of property, 
and the loss of life, the whole international 
situation was completely thrown out of bal- 
ance by the decision of one of these powers, 
the United States, to return the indemnity, 
exacted from China with the request that it 
be used for the education of choice Chinese 
youths in American colleges and universities. 
That is an exception which proves the general 
rule that the recent statement, “The time for 
pity is over,” is more in accord with inter~ 
national agreements than is any suggestion of 
forgiveness. 

No man has any right to heap abuse anc 
condemnation upon a distant nation unless 
his personal life is wholly detached from the 
sin which he is condemning. Hugh S. John 
son well remarked that in this period of the 
world no kettle can call any other pot black 
for all are stained with the same soot, anc 
degrees of blackness are not particularly heart+ 
ening if no one can boast of cleanness. None 
can! 

We are a Christian people, nominally a 
least, and the doctrine of forgiveness is writ: 
ten in the warp and woof of our religion 
When Simon Peter asked if he should forgive 
his neighbor seven times, his Lord replied 
“Seven times? “Til seventy times seven.” Whe 
the disciples asked Christ to teach them hov« 
to pray, He gave them the prayer that we 
repeat as a part of universal worship. One 
of its petitions deal with forgiveness, “Forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” Afte> 
the prayer was given, it is significant thar 
this portion was the only part of the entire 
prayer upon which the Master made a com: 
ment:—‘For if ye forgive not men their tress 
passes, neither will your heavenly Fathe: 
forgive you your trespasses.” The forgivenes: 
we hope to attain is contingent upon the for 
giveness we grant to those who have wrongee 
us in reality or in our imagination. The fina 
cry from the dying Christ on the cross was ix 
accord with this teaching for us: “Father 
forgive them.” 

The average Christian lives differently. W: 
muse upon the ills we have suffered. We tel 
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the wrongs that have been inflicted upon us. 
We store up as bitter memories to damn the 
days and curse the nights, the unkind acts 
and words of others towards us. Therefore 
the springs of spiritual power within us die, 
poisoned by the bitterness and the rancor of 
our failure to forgive. Therefore we are ut- 
terly miserable for our memories dwell on the 
wrongs and not on the loveliness of life. Our 
relations with our fellows become unsatisfac- 
tory to our fellows and to ourselves because 
our relation with God is strained by our fail- 
ure to forgive. 

Thank God, the words of Isaiah are true 
in this area of life, “My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord for as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” 

The Berlin newspaper question, “Can the 
sins of twenty-one years be forgiven in twen- 
ty-four hours?” has its answer when we stand 
before the Cross on Golgotha and hear the 
dying thief say to Jesus, “Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom,” and 
the instant response, “Today shalt thou be 
with me in Paradise.” The question is an- 
swered in the character of God, as portrayed 
by Isaiah in his opening chapter, “Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord; 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” 


It is answered by the meaning of the Incar- 
nation as Jesus made it known to Nicodemus 
in a Jerusalem room, the statement of His 
love for the world; and later His declaration 
that He came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. The question is an- 
swered by the conversion of Saul on his way 
to Damascus to destroy the followers of Jesus 
in that Syrian city, for he who had been the 
persecutor began to sing of the forgiveness he 
had received from sin, and the persecutor be- 
came the persecuted, but he gloried in his 
persecutions on land and on sea because his 
soul had been lifted from death to life by the 
forgiveness of his sin. 

Men who have never experienced forgive- 
ness from God find that life becomes more 
and more tragic as they wend their way 
downward towards the sunset. Rabelais, who 
lived about the time of Martin Luther, passed 
out of life with a fit of laughter, saying to 
those who gasped at his death: “Draw the 
curtain, the farce is played out.” Voltaire 
defined life without the forgiveness of sin in 
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these words, “The end of it is dreary, the 
middle is worthless, and the commencement 
ridiculous.” The same tragic attitude led 
George Bernard Shaw to write, “The longer 
I live the more I am persuaded that this earth 
is used by the other planets as a lunatic 
asylum.” One of John Masefield’s characters 
in a recent poem said, “Life is a dark ocean 
on which we toss for a brief hour.” 

But forgiveness lights our entire horizon. 
As the light begins to brighten, Goethe says, 
“Life is a quarry out of which we are to mold 
and chisel and complete character.” When the 
forgiveness is realized in its completeness, we 
shout with St. Augustine, “O God, Thou hast 
made us for Thyself and our hearts are rest- 
less until we rest in Thee.” 

Our forgiveness is already wrapped, sealed 
and signed, ready to deliver to each of us. 
The postage is paid by the Almighty Father. 
We can have it any time we sign for it. We 
sign by granting unto others the forgiveness 
we seek for ourselves. Is it worth itP Not 
only does the forgiveness of God make all the 
difference between heaven and hell for us 
in another world, but it makes all the differ- 
ence between heaven and hell for each of us, 
in this present life. Every unforgiven person 
is an unforgiving person. Every unforgiving 
person is a miserable person. The sum total 
of the misery you endure is largely made by 
the resentments and hurts you harbor in your 
heart and mind, which prevent your receiving 
the forgiveness of God for your own sin. 
Every forgiven person is a forgiving person, 
and every forgiven person is a happy person. 
The clouds have rolled away, the weights are 
gone and the music has started. 

The matter of forgiveness is a mutual mat- 
ter. Not mutual between you and the person 
who has wronged you, but mutual between 
your soul and God. Let no meanness in any 
of our fellows rankle so deeply in our hearts 
as to deprive us of divine forgiveness. “Can 
the sins of twenty-one years be forgiven in 
twenty-four hours?” They can instantly, for 
if ye forgive your fellows their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will forgive you. 

A young theological student took a book of 
Edwin Markham’s poems to the poet, asking 
for an autograph. In addition, the student 
asked, “Will you write underneath your name 
a sentence which you consider very impor- 
tant?” The poet returned the volume with 
these words under his signature: “Come, let 
us live the poetry we sing!” Important surely, 
and even more so is this, “Come, let us live 
the forgiveness we declare!” 
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GETTING THE BEST OF TROUBLE 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY, D.D. 


“It is good for me that I have been afflicted.” 
Depp AS a 7al 
“Thou hast enlarged me when I was in dis- 
tress.” Psa. 4:1. 
O get the best of trouble is one of life’s 
most important victories, for trouble is 
sure to come. Trouble is as universal as 
human nature. “Man is born to trouble as the 
sparks fly upward.” Wherever the fire of life 
is lighted, wherever a man passes through the 
experiences of this world, upward fly the 
sparks of trouble. 

The barometer lets you know when the 
storm is coming. The warning siren lets you 
know when the air-raider is coming; but 
trouble comes without a trumpet, unheralded 
and unexpected. Nothing, therefore, can be 
more important than to get the best of trou- 
ble, which gets the best of so many souls in 
life. 

Ii 
Trouble A Divine Appointment 


One way to get the best of trouble is to 
realize that it is permitted by God, and, in 
that sense, is appointed by Him. There are 
no chances and no accidents in God’s provi- 
dential rule of my life. He makes no mistakes. 
In His Eternal Plan there are no errors. He 
selects the particular trouble which is best 
suited for us. When in any trouble, it is well 
to remember that of thousands of different 
kinds of trouble, this is the one which God 
has selected for you. I remember a devout 
friend saying of another friend who was pass- 
ing through a very keen distress, that she 
always believed God sent trouble for a pur- 
pose, but that in this particular case she won- 
dered why this trouble was appointed for this 
friend. But it is not necessary for us to know 
why. That old saint of Scotland, Samuel 
Rutherford, once in deep distress was tempted 
to murmur and almost gave up hope. But 
ere long he was given comfort and strength 
in his distress, and began to see the purpose 
of it. It was then he wrote that we must 
never try to read God’s messages through the 
envelope in which they come. He meant that 
it takes time for God’s purpose to be made 
clear to us. 


“Not till the loom is silent 
And the shuttles cease to fly, 
Shall God unroll the canvas 
And explain the reason why 
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The dark threads are as needful 
In the weaver’s skillful hand 

As the threads of gold and silver 
In the pattern He has planned.” 


The great mathematician, theologian and 
saint, Blaise Pascal, in a letter written to a 
friend who was passing through deep waters: 
instead of using the stock phrases of consola- 
tion, advised him to seek his comfort in the 
eternal decree of God. “If we follow this 
precept, and if we regard this event not as 
an effect of chance, not as a fatal necessity ob 
nature, but as a result indispensible, inevi+ 
table, just and holy, of a decree of His Provit 
dence, conceived from all eternity, to be exe- 
cuted at such an hour and in such a manner! 
we shall adore in humble silence the impene: 
trable loftiness of His Secrets; we shall ven: 
erate the sanctities of His Decrees, we shal. 
bless the acts of His Providence, and uniting 
our will to that of God Himself, we shall wis 
with Him and for Him the thing that He ha. 
willed in us and for us from all eternity.” 


Since trouble does not come without God’ 
permission and appointment, we can call upor 
God to give us strength and hope in the mids 
of trouble. The Psalmist said, “It is good fo: 
me to draw near unto God. I have put m: 
trust in the Lord, that I may declare all Thr 
works.” 


We are all mariners on the sea of life, anc 
sometimes cast upon islands of distress. Whex 
that happens, the thing to do is to call upos 
God in the day of trouble. That was wha 
Hezekiah did when he got the blasphemou. 
letter from Sennacherib’s lieutenant, threaten 
ing destruction to Jerusalem and to all th 
people of God. He took the letter into th 
temple, the place of prayer, and “spread 3 
out before the Lord.” And God heard him ans 
delivered him and delivered Israel. That 3 
what David did in his time of trouble. “TL 
my distress I called upon God, and He hear: 
me.” That is what Paul did when the shi 
was driving through the Mediterranean, an 
God sent His angel to the rescue. Prayer 1 
to the soul in time of trouble what a lif 
jacket is to the shipwrecked passenger. 

“From every stormy wind that blows 
From every swelling tide of woes 


There is a calm, a sure retreat; 
?Tis found beneath the Mercy Seat.” 
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“Ah! whither could we flee for aid, 
When tempted, desolate, dismayed, 
Or how the hosts of Hell defeat, 

Had suffering saints no Mercy Seat?” 


Il. 


The Good That Comes Out Of Trouble 

Since trouble comes by divine appointment, 
we can have faith that there is good to be 
derived from it. First of all, good for our- 
selves. “It is for my good that I have been 
afflicted,” said the Psalmist, who more than 
any other in the Bible touches the chords of 
the human heart. And in another place he 
says, “Thou hast enlarged me when I was in 
distress.” 

There is, indeed, an enlarging power in 
trouble. It can give us strength, which hither- 
to we did not possess, to break the bonds of 
some sinful habit. It can reveal to us our 
selfishness, our lack of faith and piety, and 
so bring us nearer to God. That is what the 
hymn writer must have meant, when in her 
famous hymn, she wrote, 

“Out of my stony griefs 

Bethel Ill raise; 

So by my woes to be 

Nearer my God to Thee 
“Nearer to Thee.” 

Horace Bushnell, one of the great preachers 
and theologians of the last century, said that 
the death of his child had taught him more 
experimental theology than all his years of 
study. As the sandal tree scents with its pleas- 
ant savor the axe that fells it, so we have a 
right to expect that trouble will bless and 
enlarge our life. As Jacob struggling with 
the angel cried, “I will not let thee go except 
thou bless me,” let us determine that trouble 
shall not pass over us without a blessing to 
our life. 

In trouble there is to be found good for 
others also. That is, through us, for others. 
That is a question that we ought to ask when 
trouble has come, or when its tempest has 
passed by—What new power, what new influ- 
ence has it bestowed upon me? 

Trouble ought to increase our sympathy. It 
was when Harriet Beecher Stowe sat through 
the long nights in her home on the campus 
of Lane Theological Seminary at Walnut Hills, 
Cincinnati, watching the struggles of a dying 
child, that she began to think about the sor- 
rows of slave mothers who were parted from 
their children by the cruel practice of the 
age. And then it was that there was born 
within her the desire to write the great book, 
UNCLE TOM’S CABIN, that did so much to 
bring the wrongs and the sorrows of the slave 
to the attention of the world. 
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In Jerusalem today there is an institution 
known as the American Colony, founded to 
help little children in the city where our Sav- 
iour died. And this is how it came to be. A 
well-to-do, beautiful and talented young wom- 
an resident in Chicago, was crossing the At- 
lantic on her way to visit her aged parents in 
Paris. On the journey the steamer was struck 
amid-ships by a large sailing vessel, and im- 
mediately began to sink. The four daughters 
who were with this woman were drowned, 
but she herself was rescued. When she 
reached land she sent a cable back to her 
husband in Chicago, “Saved alone!” Then she 
began to think about that word “alone,” and 
accepting her great sorrow in the death of 
her children, and her own deliverance from 
death, as a divine message, she resolved to 
give her life to the welfare of her fellow pas- 
senger’s on life’s long voyage, and so estab- 
lished the colony in Jerusalem, which has 
brought the knowledge and the Spirit of 
Christ to so many of the children and youth 
of the Holy Land. 


In the bitter political campaign of 1884, 
James G,. Blaine was attacked as a corruption- 
ist and Grover Cleveland as an immoral man. 
In the midst of the campaign the great Amer- 
ican preacher, Henry Ward Beecher, took the 
stump in behalf of Cleveland. The reason 
was that having suffered himself so deeply 
through slander, Beecher had resolved to de- 
fend, if he could, any man who was assailed 
in a like manner. At a great meeting at the 
Brooklyn Rink on October 22nd, Beecher said: 
“When in the gloomy night of my own suf- 
fering I sounded every depth of sorrow, I 
vowed that if God would bring the Day Star 
of Hope, I would never suffer brother, friend 
or neighbor to go unfriended should a like 
serpent seek to crush him. This oath I will 
regard now because I know the bitterness of 
venomous lies. I will stand against infamous 
lies that seek to sting to death an upright 
man and magistrate.” Thus Beecher found 
honey for the good of others in the carcass 
of slander. 

When John Bright spoke at the dedication 
at the Cobden Memorial at Leamington in 
England, he revealed a hitherto unknown 
chapter in the relationship between himself 
and that other great reformer, Richard Cob- 
den. In the speech he said: “I was in despair, 
for the life and sunshine of my house had 
been extinguished. All that was left on earth 
of my young wife, except the memory of a 
sainted life and a too brief happiness, was 
lying still and cold in the chamber above us. 
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Mr. Cobden called upon me asa friend and ad- 
dressed me as you may suppose in words of 
condolence. After a time, he looked up and 
said: “There are thousands of houses in Eng- 
land at this moment where wives, mothers 
and children are dying of hunger. Now when 
the first paroxysm of your grief has passed, 
I would advise you to come with me and we 
will never rest until the Corn law is repealed.’ 
I accepted his invitation. Since then though 
there has been suffering, and much suffering 
in many houses in England, yet no wife and 
no mother and no little child has starved to 
death as the result of a famine made by law.” 

In the deep waters of his own anguish and 
sorrow John Bright sowed the harvest for the 


suffering poor of England. God enlarged hin 
in the time of his distress. In after years hi 
looked back to this period when it had seeme? 
to him that the very light of his life had gon 
out, and confessed in faith and gratitude 
“My God knew best.” 

On the shores of the Baltic Sea, after 
great storm, the fishermen go down into th 
water and rake the beach for the preciou 
ambergris which has been cast upon the shore 
by the tumult of the waves. Life’s storm 
bring their treasures with them, and we ar 
wise fishermen if we go out after the wave 
and billows have passed over us and gathe 
up the heavenly ambergris with which the: 
have strewn the shores of our life. 


LIFES ARITHMETIC 


HERBERT H. DECK 


“After these things .. . I saw heaven opened.” 
Revelation 19:1, 11. 


N the Divine Arithmetic the books always 
i balance; the total at the end of the col- 

umn always comes out right. Not because 
God is a bookkeeper seated at a ledger with 
a pen behind his ear, but because there is a 
moral law of compensation running through 
this universe, reaching from the farthest star 
to the latest world events — a law of compen- 
sation that plays no favorites. 


In the drama of world history pictured for 
us in the closing book of the Bible, the writer 
sees this law of compensation in its cosmic 
dimensions and records his observations, “after 
these things . . . I saw heaven opened.” From 
his concentration camp on the Isle of Patmos, 
a rocky island in the Aegean Sea, he looked 
out on a world under a total blackout. The 
totalitarian power that was Rome, in her sup- 
pression of minorities and religious and per- 
sonal liberties, seemed to him like a_ beast 
crushing all the known nations of the world 
of his day, under her cruel feet. Brute force 
ruled and none seemed able to resist it. The 
only light visible in that seeming total black- 
out was the light made by the Christian 
Church — a little candle stick with seven jets 
of flame, all of them burning feebly, blown 
by the winds of hate then sweeping across the 
world. And it seemed at times as though 
even these flickering lights would go out. But, 
by the light of Faith, dim and spotty though 
it was, there was revealed to his spiritual in- 
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sight the shape of things to come. He sax 
heaven opened. And through the open doc 
to heaven, he could see a throne, and seate 
on that throne, he saw Christ, “the Lord c 
Lords and King of Kings.” And from th 
throne he saw armies go forth robed in white 
travelling on horses faster than the wine 
Then, as if looking on this time-space exi: 
tence from another dimension, he saw thes 
armies of God overpower the armies of th 
Beast, and cast them into the pit of fire. Her 
in picture language is recorded the operatio 
of the law of compensation. And the last fis 
ure in the cosmic balance sheet was God wit 
goals no man can imagine. 


There is both comfort and guidance in th 
for us today. Some one has well said that th 
cure for a little history, is a lot of history; an 
that the cure for poor history is better histor 
If instead of getting panicky over the wa 
news reported to us daily by newspaper an 
over the radio; if instead of getting jitter 
over the probable outcome predicted, w 
would take a large enough dose of history « 
it is outlined for us in the Bible, we woul 
see God’s law of compensation at work, n« 
on behalf of some man-made goals and amb 
tions, but on behalf of goals the mind of mé 
can not even imagine. The one thing y 
would thus be led to see is that the law | 
compensation is a moral constant, somethir 
always there. 

We accept the constant of nature and li 
by it — day and night, hot and cold, sunshir 
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and rain. And in the winter as we follow the 
day’s routine, even though summer is not 
here, we know that it is there, and when its 
time comes will be here again. We know 
when we stop to think, that the constancy of 
nature lies all the way from the tick of the 
clock to the pendulum beat of the constella- 
tions. It is something always there. Why 
then can we not see that there is a moral 
constant always there? 


As one listens to conversations, one would 
think that history began with the Versailles 
Treaty, and that it has ended with the failure 
of Munich. Some are even predicting the end 
of the world. All such shallow talk springs 
from not understanding that there is a moral 
constant operating as a law of compensation. 
“It is in the world, and the world was made 
by it” — this moral constant, this moral “time- 
dimension.” It operates by its own sequences. 
It strikes its own balance, makes its own ad- 


_judications, and imposes its own penalties. 


If at times, the working of this law seems to 


involve the innocent, the helpless, even the 


wise and the good — and it does involve these 


.— we must remember that the balances struck 


are deeper issues than we, in our impatient 
haste, would like to see struck. You see there 
is a considerable future ahead of us, as there 
has been a considerable past behind us and 
we and those who come after us will at no 
point in this world or the next, be able to 
escape the law of compensation. That is why 
it is written, “the judgments of the Lord are 
sure and righteous altogether.” 


A rewarding antidote to the infecting dis- 
illusions of contemporary thinking is Emer- 
son’s essay on Compensation, in which he 
states that “the world is like a multiplication 
table or like a mathematical equation, which, 
turn it how you will, balances itself.” It would 


~ seem that in the Divine manifestations of this 


~\ 
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law of compensation every secret is told, every 
crime is punished, every wrong redressed, 
every loss restored, every good thought and 
deed rewarded, every hurt made right, in 
silence and in certainty. Every act has coiled 
up, within itself, its own pain and its own 
pleasure, its own punishment and its own re- 
ward. We are not punished for our sins, we 
are punished by our sins. Ever since the 
dawn of man God has been trying to say this 
through myth, fable, proverb, literature, law 
and sacred writings, as at each successive 
level of civilization He has revealed Himself 


to man. Ajax, in Greek mythology, gives 


Hector a belt with which to enslave his enemy. 
ut by: the selfsame belt Hector himself is 
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tied to his enemy’s chariot. A tower, so a 
fable runs, is reared to honor the victor at 
the Games. A defeated rival in envy seeks 
to overthrow that tower, and in his attempt 
to move it off its base is killed by the falling 
statue he would destroy. Says an ancient 
proverb, “if you put a chain around the neck 
of another, the other end fastens itself around 
your neck.” Or this from a contemporary: A 
young doctor called to attend his first patient, 
spends the long night pacing the floor. On 
being asked by his college classmate who is 
visiting him, “what’s wrong with you, what’s 
bothering you?” the young M.D. tells this 
story: “I was called in yesterday to visit my 
first patient, a woman who is very sick. I 
don’t dare call in another doctor to ask his 
advice because he would steal my patient. 
I have used the best judgment I have for 
treating her, and I don’t know whether she = 
will die tonight because of my treatment or 
get better. And I have been going over my 
whole course of medicine, and every subject 
I slighted and I have plumbed my medical ~ 
ignorance tonight, and I don’t know enough 
to be trusted with the life of any person. If 
I get through this night I am going to begin 
my study of medicine over again.” The young 
doctor went with fear and trembling to find 
his patient alive, and then went to an ac- 
credited medical school and took a postgrad- 
uate course in medicine. 


By the law of compensation his medical 
ignorance caught up with him, and in the 
solitariness of his own soul this kick-of-the- 
gun-movement of an inescapable judgment 
faced him. Try as we will to take hold of 
the near end of this law of compensation 
—the pleasurable end, the end that satis- 
fies our desire, our ambition; we can not 
run away from the far end — the law of con- 
sequences. For ours is a world of reality 
in which what “a man sows that shall he 
also reap.” . 

Against this background the picture-lan- 
guage of the Book of Revelation takes on a 
new and timely meaning for our dark days. 
The beast, symbol of the totalitarian power 
that was Rome in the New Testament times, 
which is overpowered by the white armies 
from heaven, is the dramatic setting forth of 
this spiritual law of compensation on the stage 
of human history. Here the whipper is at the 
last whipped by his own lash. There is a 
silent Third Party in this universe who will 
not let the evil doers, the wrong doers, and 
the sinners go until they have paid the last 
farthing. By the law of compensation thus set 
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forth we are equipped with a philosophy of 
history, so badly needed in these times, a 
philosophy of history which shows us that evil 
will destroy itself, that injustice will cut off 
its own head, that greed will commit its own 
suicide, that selfishness will commit its own 
murder, and that hate and the unforgiving 
spirit will conduct their own funerals. Men 
suffer all their life under the foolish disillu- 
sionment that life can be cheated, that they 
can get away with things. But the message 
of the hour to the Christian believer is that 
when brute force, pagan ideals, irreligion, and 
utter disregard for man, who is made in the 


CHRIST IN THE HOUSE 


REYNOLD E. BODEN 


Address to Parents 


“Tt was noised He was inthe House.” Mark 2:1 


HEN Christ comes into a house things 

\\) immediately begin to happen. It was 

so on the occasion referred to in my 
text; a large crowd gathered as soon as it was 
noised abroad that Jesus was in the house. 
Indeed, the crowd was so large that there was 
no room, even at the door. 

The attractiveness of Jesus was amazing. 
Wherever He went He drew crowds and 
always things began to happen. On this oc- 
casion a paralytic was brought to Him and 
lowered through the roof. Miracles occurred 
wherever Jesus went. 


A large part of the crowd was always at- 
tracted by the possibility of a miracle taking 
place. People came together to see some new 
and marvelous thing. People were just as 
curious then as they are today. Here was a 
man who possessed unheard of powers, and 
they flocked to see Him. They didn’t pay 
much attention to what He taught; for the 
most part they didn’t understand a word He 
said. He was altogether too simple and 
straightforward in His teaching; He was so 
different from their rabbis in this respect. But 
when He healed the sick and made the deaf 
hear and the blind see, the people shouted 
with glee and followed Him wherever He 
went. They loved His miracles. 

Jesus soon found that He was getting no- 
where with miracles. Actually, they were 
impeding His true ministry. It was a work 
of mercy to heal the sick; but the people were 
so impatient waiting for miracles to happen 
that they paid little or no attention to what 
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divine image, seems to be the final winner, 
there is an invisible but sure law of God work- 
ing things out under His guidance in its own 
way. The Christian today, like his New Testa- 
ment forbears, is also a wind-blown candle | 
of faith in a tempest-driven world. All about 
him are forces that would seek to order its | 
blackout. But by the light of faith, and armed | 
with this Christian philosophy of history, we ' 
too can say of our present world upheaval... 
“after these things . . . I saw heaven opened,” 
knowing that in the Divine Arithmetic the» 
last word is GOD, who maketh evén the: 
“wrath of men to praise him.” 


was being said. They were learning nothing 
from Him spiritually; and, moreover, they did 
not want to learn anything. It was miracles 
they were after. 

As a matter of fact, some of the miracles 
were positively harmful to the true ministry) 
of Jesus. He soon became aware of the fact. 
Take the miracle of the Feeding of the Five: 
Thousand. It made a profound impression. 
It so thrilled the people that they wanted to: 
take Jesus by force and make Him a king. 
Yet its spiritual results were practically nil. 
It did nothing to advance the cause He had! 
at heart. On the contrary, its ultimate resul 
was to strip Him of almost every follower H 
had. It shook the confidence of His closes 
disciples, so that you find Him asking, almos 
pathetically, “Will ye also go away?” In itself, 
the miracle was wonderful; but as a means tor 
His end, it was a mistake. 


Jesus knew it, so He changed His method-| 
He gave up the idea of teaching the multi-| 


few. The later part of His ministry was givenr 
over almost entirely to the instruction of al 
small body of men and women who, H 
hoped, would understand and catch His visiore| 
and go out and leaven the lump. It was a 
slower method, but it was one that was mucl# 
surer of ultimate success. So Jesus lost the 
multitudes and gained the few and the few 
carried His gospel to the ends of the earth. 
That is how Christ works today. He works 
through the few. He catches a man and over- 
powers him; and henceforth that man is His 
advocate, carrying His banner wherever he goes 
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Sir James G. Frazer | 


The Golden Bough | 


In this famous volume is the absorbing account of the myths, superstitions, ancient 
religious rites and practices, taboos, and primitive beliefs of every land and every 
people from the remote past to recent times. Selected by three prominent men of 
letters as one of the twenty-five “most influential” books of our time! Beautifully bound 
and jacketed, the new edition of this world-renowned work is offered at an amazingly 


low price. 


Halford E. Luccock , 


American Mirror 


Here is a candid camera picture of the 
ten tumultuous years of American life as 
expressed in the literature from 1930 to 
1940. The fiction, drama and poetry of 
the period are examined in relation to the 
ethical, social and religious phases of our 
life aud thought during these years. $2.50 


Hornell Hart. 


Chart for Happiness 


As a result of ten years of research, Dr. 
Hart has worked out a scientifically pre- 
pared chart to measure individual happi- 
ness in relation to effective living and 
working. With it, one can discover his 
points of imperfect adjustment and find 
the means of correcting them. $1.75 


William €. Hocking 


Living Religions and a 
World Faith 


Dr. Hocking evaluates religious experi- 
ence, surveys the essences of the world’s 
great religions and examines approaches 
to a world faith. Challenging and vital 
reading. $2.50 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 


$1.49 


Joseph ‘K. S$iz00 
Not Alone 


Amid the present state of world confusion 
and chaos, Dr. Sizoo leads us to a Divine 
Being, a God who is with us and offers us 
strength for these trying times. Stimu- 


lating and helpful for every reader. $1.50 


James G. Gilkey 
A Faith to Affirm 


Writing in his usual clear, forthright man- 
ner, Dr. Gilkey gives us the liberal inter- 
pretation of the Christian message. He 
answers many timely questions such as 
“How can we discover what is right?” 
“Does God intervene in human affairs?” 


$1.75 


Harrison S. Elliott. 


Can Religious 
Education Be Christian? 


Dr. Elliott defines religious education from 
the point of view of the present-day move- 
ment of progressive education. “Stimula- 
ting and provocative....It meets a real 
need.” —Dean Luther A. Weigle. $2.50 
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Christianity is a religion of consecrated 
souls. It spreads by contagion. Those who 
really know Jesus publish the good tidings. 

“Q) happy day that fixed my choice 
On Thee, my Savior and my God. 

Well may this glowing heart rejoice, 
And tell its rapture all abroad.” 

“Tell its rapture all abroad.” Recount the 
story. Publish the good news. Share the ex- 
perience. Take the torch and light another 
life. That is how Christianity spreads. Not 
by legislation, not by super-church organiza- 
tion, not by twenty-four-hour-a-day committee 
meetings, but by the witnessing power of con- 
secrated souls. 

“It was noised He was in the House.” 
Christ loves the house. He prefers the fam- 


Many modern parents are starving their 
children of that which is essential to their 
growth. The matter of religious education 
cannot be delegated by parents to church or 
church school. It must be given in the home 
and by the parents. The one hour a week in 
the church school is but complementary to 
what is taught at home. In fact, I do not 
worry about the lack of church school atten- 
dance if the children are being taught to 
recognize Christ in the home. After all, as 
the late Dr. Carl Patton has pointed out, the 
church went for seventeen hundred years | 
without a Sunday School. 


But are children being taught Christ in the » 
home? Many live in nice houses but they are | 


really homeless. The present generation of 
young people is in almost as much doubt and | 
confusion as the one that gave it birth and | 
it is not difficult to detect the root of the» 
trouble. Parents have turned from God for 
all practical purposes. Without faith, the new > 
generation is like a city built on sand. Will | 
your children go through life with hungry 
souls, with nothing to live up to, with little to) 
live for, simply because you lack the faith-- 
fulness to train them in discipline and in the: 
inspiration of religion? 


iliarity of the house to the company of the 
multitude in the open air. He loves the inti- 
mate touch. He likes to get into the family 
circle. Nothing pleases Him better than to 
be the Unseen Guest at every meal. He re- 
joices to find happiness in the home. He loves 
to hear the family jokes, which have little 
meaning outside the family circle. Merry 
laughter delights Him. Christ is never so 
happy as when He is in a house that is under 
the dispensation of His love and grace. There 
is no more divine place on earth. 

When Christ comes into a house the fact 
is soon noised abroad. It cannot be kept quiet 
because He makes such tremendous changes 
within. As of old, when He comes in, miracles 
happen; revolutions take place. It would be 
interesting to note out some of the famous 
houses in history, into which Christ came and 
turned things upside down. 

When Christ comes in, everything that is 
of the best comes in with Him. His coming 
is not a narrowing experience as many people 
imagine. It does not mean that henceforth 
we must live by inhibitions. His coming is an 
enlarging experience because He brings with 
Him joys and interests of which we had never 
dreamed. When He comes He relieves us of 
all manner of sicknesses that have been sitting 
upon us like some old man of the sea. Mean- 
ness, selfishness, jealousy, sulkiness, and others 
fly out the window. They know their master 
when they see Him. He brings with Him 
salt and light and disinfects and sanatizes the 
whole house. 

May I now urge upon you parents the 
necessity of Christ as a recognized Presence 
in your house. How can parents do a good 
job without His presence and aid? Tell your 
children that He is in the house, speak to Him 
regularly in their prersence, and you will avoid 
all manner of pitfalls later on. 


It is best done during the tenderest years. . 
Impressions made then are permanent. Ass 
Cardinal John Henry Newman once: said: : 
“Give me the moral and spiritual training of f 
any child for the first eleven years of his life, 
and I will teach him such truths about God! 
and his Savior as time will never efface.” 

Help your children to recognize Christ ine 
the house. Tell them the old, old story. Teachs 
them the old prayers. Have them memorize< 
immortal passages. Suffer little children toc 
come unto Him. Tell the old truths in news 
language and in the light of fresh knowledges 
if you like; they are not a whit the less true.. 
Teach your child that science and religion ares 
not incompatible; never was science mores 
friendly to religion than today. 


A great biologist said the other day thatt 
science is the greatest revelation of God. Sox 
it is. Everything in modern science corrobor~ 
ates the belief in a Creator-Father-God. When 
you are gone you can still rule by proxy, itl 
your teaching now is good. 

Tell your children about Christ. Do not 
deny them when they ask questions. Face up} 
to the facts. If they do not gain knowledges 
from you they will get it from some less de~ 
sirable source. 

The entire future of the world depends 


] 
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DONT YOU BELIEVE 


THAT EVERY MINISTER WANTS GOOD DEPENDABLE 
HEALTH AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE? 


The PEERLESS Policy of the MLCU 
meets this NEED at low COST! 


ACCIDENT BENEFITS 


$ 17.50 — weekly indemnity Total disability, one day to two years. 
8.75 — weekly indemnity Partial disability, not over 26 weeks. 
3000.00 Death by accident. 


3000.00 Loss two limbs or two eyes plus total disability benefits as 
above. 


1000.00 Loss ie one hand, foot or eye plus total disability benefits as 
above. 


Non-disabling accidents, doctor’s bill up to $20. 
For fractures, sprains, amputations, etc., liberal optional settlements. 


SICKNESS BENEFITS 


$14.00 per ae disability, during house confinement (up to 60 
weeks). 


7.00 per week Total disability, while not confined (up to 26 weeks). 
100.00 minimum for fatal illness. 


EXTRA BENEFIT FOR HOSPITAL OR NURSE 


$14 a week extra up to twelve weeks. Added indemnity when the dis- 
ability necessitates these unusual expenses. 
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Application Fee $5; if first week sickness benefit is included, $6. Fee 
covers cost of insurance for at least three months. Thereafter $4 per 
quarter; if first full week sick benefit is included, $5 per quarter. 


Two policies may be issued to one person. All benefits, fee and premium 


are doubled. 


This is a complete sickness and accident policy. 


MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION, 
100A West Franklin, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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upon your children. The Nazis and Commun- 
ists both recognize that. America and Amer- 
ica’s church will one day be powerful or 
impotent according to what you parents are 
doing, or failing to do for your children, 

You parents have tremendous responsibili- 
ties, not only for feeding, clothing and edu- 
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cating your children, but also for training 
them to be men and women of God. If you 
are wise, you will see to it that Christ is the 
recognized guest in your house, known and 
loved by everyone within your four walls. | 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” 
Open, and let Him in. 


PRO || | 


U-JESESSEERRPTED: 


True Friendship 
Materials: 

A string or tape about eighteen inches long. 
Demonstration: 


Lay the tape across the upturned palms of 
your hands placed side by side with the little 
fingers of both hands next to each other. Let 
the ends hang down between the thumb and 
index finger of each hand. Then bring your 
palms together quickly, at the same time 
secretly catching hold of the middle of the 
tape with the fourth and fifth fingers. With 
the tape in this position ask your helper to 
tie your thumbs together tightly. While it 
appears as if he were tying it tightly, in real- 
ity he is not because you hold the tape be- 
tween your palms. After the thumbs are tied 
have the helper place a hat over your hands. 
Blow upon the hat for effect while you slip 
your thumbs from under the tape. When the 
hat is removed the thumbs are free. When 
the hat is replaced over the hands by the 
helper, blow on it again and slip your thumbs 
under the tape. When the hat is removed, 
your thumbs will appear tied as at first. 
Story: 

The one person for whom we should feel 
more sorry than any other is the one who has no 
friends. I cannot imagine anyone who has no 
friends at all. Sometimes when everything 
seems to go wrong we hear someone say: “I 
haven't a friend in the world.” If we have no 
friends, the trouble is not with others, the 
fault is with us. If we go out of our way 
to be friendly, then we will have friends. 
The one who has many friends, first of all has 
been a friend to others. We all need friends; 
we cannot live without them. 

True friendship between two people is very 
beautiful. One of the finest examples of 
friendship is that of Jonathan and David in 
the Bible. Jonathan was the son of a rich 
king, and David was only a poor shepherd. 
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The people wanted David as their next king. 
One would think that this should have made 
Jonathan very jealous because he as the king's 
son should be the next king. But Jonathan 
did everything to help David become the next 
king. Of this beautiful friendship the Bible 
says, “The soul of Jonathan was knit with the 
soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his 
own soul.” 


Look at that word “knit.” To knit means tc 
tie together. (Have helper tie thumbs) Ag 
these two thumbs are tied together with « 
tape, so Jonathan and David were tied to- 
gether with love for one another. (Have hat 
placed over hand.) Sometimes friendships are 
broken like this. (Show thumbs untied.) We 
must be careful not to break the ties that bine 
us to our friends. (Replace hat over hands 
and slip thumbs under tape.) We must be 
knit or tied to our friends like this. (Revea 
tied thumbs.) Good friends are worth more 
than gold and silver. 


I will tell you another story of two friend: 
who were tied together by love as these twc 
thumbs are tied together. Pythias was con 
demned to die by Dionysius, the king. Bw 
before he died Pythias wanted to go home tc 
take care of some things. Dionysius woulc 
only allow him to go provided his frienc 
Damon would take his place in prison. Shoulc 
Pythias not return at a fixed time then Damor 
would have to die in his place. So Damor 
took Pythias’ place in prison while he wen 
home. Pythias was delayed, he did not come 
and he did not come. Finally, Dionysiu 
would wait no longer for his return, and he 
had Damon led out of prison to be executed 
But Damon still believed that Pythias woul 
return. When he was just about to be killed 
suddenly Pythias rushed through the crowd 
into the arms of his friend Damon. Whe 
Dionysius saw this beautiful friendship be 
tween these two, he set both Damon an 
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Pythias free, and asked if he too could be 
their friend. 

Indeed, beside being a friend with God, 
there is nothing more beautiful than to be a 
friend to others. 

» 
Goals in Life 
Materials: 

An ounce of saltpetre 

A tumbler filled with warm water 

A fine brush 

A sheet of typewriter paper (unglazed) 

A small rod with facilities to heat one end 


Demonstration: 

The sheet of paper should be prepared be- 
forehand. On the right hand side of the sheet 
near the top write the words Great Riches. 
Two inches below write the words Strong 
Body. Then the words Christian Life; next 
Good Mind and finally, Great Fame. On the 
left hand side of the sheet directly opposite 
the words Christian Life, write the name 
John. Dip the fine brush into the saltpetre 
solution and draw a circle directly around the 
words Christian Life. Then draw a line from 
this circle directly toward the name John. 
Then from the name John draw diverging 
lines toward each of the other words, stop- 
ping within an inch of them. The saltpetre 
solution on the paper will soon dry and be- 
come invisible. Touch with a hot iron the 
point near the name John from which the 
lines diverge. The outline you drew will start 
to “fizz.” On the seemingly blank paper will 
unfold the entire sketch. It is very important 
that you leave no gaps when you apply the 
saltpetre solution. 

Story: 

The words on the right hand side of the 
paper are certain goals in life. (Show paper) 
You all know what a goal is. When you enter 
a race you know that at the other end is the 
goal, and that the one who gets there first 
wins the race. But there are many other kinds 
of goals. A goal is something that you try to 
reach. For example, every boy has as _ his 
goal someday to be a man. When he has be- 
come a full grown man, he has reached that 
goal. But every boy and girl should have a 
higher goal than just to grow up. 

On the left hand side of this sheet I have 
written the name John. On the other side are 
five goals which John has before him. 

John could strive for the first goal, great 
riches. Some people want to get very rich. 
This is their main goal. They want money to 
buy everything and anything they want. 
Some will be dishonest and deceive in order 
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to get more money. There are others who 
get their money honestly but they are so. 
absorbed in earning money that they have no. 
time for friends, laughter, and enjoyment. 
They have no time to go to church or to 
think of God. Very often when such people | 
get old, they are lonely and friendless. All 
their lives they have worked for money and 
when they die they cannot take it into the: 
next world. No, money should not be our 
goal in life. Most of us will not be very 
rich in money. 

John could have as his goal in life a strong, 
body. It is a great blessing to have a strong, 
healthy body. Jesus himself made people 
strong and well. But a man is more than his. 
body. John may strive to have a strong body 
but he will never be as strong as some of 
the animals such as the horse or the elephant. 
Some people live for their bodies. Eating is 
one of their main interests. We all want 
strong bodies but that is not our main goal. 
All people do not have strong bodies. 

We will omit the third goal now, and come 
back to it later. The fourth goal before John 
is a good mind. We go to school to study 
and to improve our minds. We need people 
who can think clearly. We all need better 
minds. We should do everything we can to 
have better minds. But no matter how much 
we know we still know very little. Most of 
us cannot have great minds. 

The fifth goal before John is great fame. It 
is splendid to be world-famous like George 
Washington, Abraham Lincoln and Charles 
Lindbergh. But most of us will not reach the 
goal of great fame. 

But all of us can reach the third goal, the 
Christian Life. This goal, too, is before John. 
(Perform trick) According to this sketch, John 
never reached the goal of great riches. He 
did not have the strongest body or the great- 
est mind. He did not become famous. But 
he did reach the most important goal, the 
Christian life. We too, may not reach the 
other goals but we can all be Christians. When 
we follow Jesus, we are Christians. This we 
can all do, as John did. This should be the 
main goal in life. 

of 
Our Money 
Materials: 

Two pennies 
Demonstration: 

With a little soap secretly stick one penny 
under the edge of the table. Hold the other 
penny in your hand and assure the audience 
that you do not have another penny hidden 
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up your sleeve or between your fingers. Lay 
the penny on the table and rub it back and 
forth, and then sweep it into your left hand 
which has been placed at the edge of the 
table to receive it. Rub the penny between 
your palms and then throw it upon the table. 
Make a few unsuccessful attempts. When 
you are ready to produce the two pennies, 
loosen the concealed penny with the finger 
tips of your left hand which is under the edge 
of the table to receive the penny which is on 
the table. Rub them between your palms 
and throw both on the table. Apparently you 
have made two pennies out of one. 


Story: 


I hold in my hand a penny. It is the small- 
est piece of money which we have. But a 
hundred pennies will make a dollar. We can- 
not eat pennies and dollars. But we need 
them to buy food, clothes, houses and so 
many other things that make life pleasant and 
happy. We cannot get along without money. 
However, there are many other things that 
are much more important than money. We 
must not love money more than God or our 
family and friends. We should love trees, 
flowers, grass and sunshine more than money. 
Jesus told us of a certain rich man who piled 
up more and more dollars. And finally when 
he was very rich, he said to himself: “Now 
I can take it easy.” But that night God said 
to him: “Tonight you will lose your soul.” 
And during the night he died. If he had 
loved God, friends, flowers and trees more 
than his money he would not have lost his 
soul. 


But, as I said before, we need money. Let 
us use money as a carpenter uses his hammer, 
or as a gardener uses his spade. God wants 
us to earn more money. That is why Jesus 
told about three men each of whom was 
given a certain amount of money. The first 
two took their money and went out to earn 
more money with it. These two thought that 
if they could earn more money they would 
have enough for themselves and the rest they 
could use to help others. But the third man 
buried his money and did not earn more 
money with it. He was a lazy man. Jesus 
told us to be like the first two men who went 
out to earn money and not like the third man. 
We can do much good with our money if we 
use it right. 


Here is a penny. (Show penny) We cannot 
make money by magic; we have to work for 
it. But a magician can do queer tricks. Let 
us try to make two pennies out of one. (Per- 
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form trick.) We have two pennies where be: 
fore we had only one. You cannot make 
money this way by magic, but we can al 
earn money by working for it. I merely 
showed you this trick to impress upon you 
that by work you can have two pennies where 
before you had only one. 

By work we can get many other things tha 
make our lives happier and more beautiful 
We must work for money. We must work tc 
learn to play the piano. We must work ir 
school to improve our minds. We must work 
at home to make it easier for others. We mus: 
work in the Church to help others to be more 
religious and to think more of God. Money 
is only one of the many things for which we 
work. And of all the things for which we 
work money perhaps is the least important! 
It certainly is the least important to God. Bui 
we need it and God wants us to work for it 


of 
How to be Beautiful 
“The damsel was very fair to look upon. 
Genesis 24:16. 


Our text for this morning tells us something 
about a young lady a man met at a well. It 
says that “The damsel was very fair to look 
upon.” In other words, it is merely telling us 
that she was beautiful. 

What girl, or boy either, does not want tc 
be beautiful? I am sure there is none. To be 
ugly is not a desirable thing; we all of us 
want to be good to look at. A good many 
years ago in far away Russia there lived ¢ 
boy who was ugly. So ugly was he that he 
lost all happiness. At this time, in his boyisk 
earnestness, he asked God to perform a mira- 
cle that would take his ugliness away. This 
boy became a great man, and he found ¢ 
better beauty than the one he sought. 

This morning, my little folk, I really want 
to tell you how to be beautiful. If you reac 
some of our magazines, they will tell you tc 
buy a certain kind of cold cream and face 
powder and thus make yourself pretty by 
putting things on the outside. But there i 
a much better way than that. 

A father had two children, a boy and « 
girl. The boy was a handsome little fellow 
but the girl was quite plain looking. The boy 
would often look in the glass to see hov 
pretty he was, and then he would make un 
kind remarks about how homely his sister was 
At last the girl complained to her father abou 
it. Then very tenderly the father said t 
them, “My dears, I wish you both to look i 
the mirror every day. You, my son, that 
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seeing your face is handsome, you may take 
care not to spoil it by ill-temper and bad 
behaviour; and you, my daughter, that you 
may be encouraged to make up for your want 
of beauty by your sweetness of manners and 
your kind words.” A kind word, boys and 
girls, will make a homely face pleasant, and 
hatred or anger will make a pretty face ugly. 
Try to be beautiful by being kind. 

A mother and her little girl were sitting 
together one day. “Mother,” said the child, 
“I think your hair is lovely, and your face is 
beautiful. But your hands! what makes them 
so ugly?” “My daughter,” replied the woman, 
“a few years ago I ran out to the neighbour’s 
house for just a minute, and left you alone 
in your cradle. When I returned, I saw the 
house was on fire. I rushed in to save you, 
my darling baby, but in doing so my hands 
and arms were terribly burned. But I got you 
out of the house unhurt, even though the 
burns left my hands and arms so ugly.” 


For some little time silence fell between 
these two. Then the daughter with tears in 
her eyes spoke again. “Mother,” she said, “I 
love your hair and your face; I think they 
are beautiful, but I love your hands best, for 
they are the loveliest to me,” and she kissed 
them. The hands were scarred, but love had 
made them beautiful. 

So, little men and women, the best beauty 
is that which will come from having love in 
your hearts. That love is sure to shine out 
into your faces.—Mason S. Linton. 


of 
A Double Welcome 
“Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well.” 
Genesis 24:29. 

Our text for this morning tells us something 
about Laban, the brother of Rebekah. Re- 
beka had been to the well for water. There 
she met a stranger whom she invited to her 
home for the night. When Laban heard of it 
he “ran out unto the man, unto the well.” 
Laban went out to give him a second invita- 
tion to stay at his house, so the stranger was 
really receiving a double welcome. 

Some years ago, probably about forty, a 
young minister was driving in his carriage 
over the prairie land in Western Canada. He 
was going a long distance, and, when dark 
came, he had not reached the end of his 
journey. In fact before he arrived at his des- 
tination his carriage broke and he could go 
no farther. The houses in the prairie were a 
half a mile apart, so when he met with this 
accident- he looked around for the nearest 
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house. He saw two quite near and on oppo- 
site sides of the road. He went to one and 
asked the lady and her daughter, who came 
to the door, if they would keep him all night. 
They refused, so he went to the other house. 
He noticed it was all lighted up, and that 
several buggies were in the door-yard. He 
looked in through the lighted window and 
saw the room was filled with young people. 
In answer to his knock the mother of the home 
came to the door and all these young folk 
crowded about to see what stranger could be 
calling at that hour of the night. In answer to 
the young minister’s request the lady said she 
would be glad to keep him over night, but 
there was no room. The young people of the 
countryside had gathered there for a party, 
a few of them had so far to go that they were 
staying until morning, and the house would 
be full. Just then a young man spoke up and 
said, “Stranger, I do not live far from here, 
and, if you will stay until after the party, I 
shall be glad to take you home with me.” The 
young minister enjoyed himself to the full, 
and about midnight his new friend took him 
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A Bullet of Gold 
Prov. 23:5. “Wealth is no sooner seen than 
gone, it makes wings for itself.” (Moffatt.) 
There was a story in the morning papers of 
a few months ago. A correspondent from Bel- 
grade telegraphed that Mohammed _ Schin- 
ganie, said at one time to be the richest man 
in Sarajevo, had committed suicide. He did 
so in a dramatic manner. He shot himself 
with a bullet of pure gold, which he had 
made for the purpose. His riches had gone, 
and he was faced with ruin and poverty. He 
had given everything for gold, and gold killed 
him. The story is a parable.—The British 
Weekly, February 22, 1940. 


uf 
The Service of Intercession 
I Tim. 2:1. “That . . . supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, . . . be made.” 

Liverpool Cathedral held a service of inter- 
cession one Sunday morning which drew a 
huge congregation, filling every chair in the 
great building. The priest-in-charge opened 
the service with a rich, deep speaking voice, 
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back to the other house, where they had re 
fused to let him in. The son of the home gav 
him a hearty welcome, but the others did no 
and he did not enjoy his stay with them. 

That minister was not so fortunate as we 
the stranger of our text. And all this reminc 
me of an invitation which all of us receive. | 
is an invitation given to us by God Himsel 
God invites you and me to accept His lov 
and for fear we should not understand hoy 
anxious He is for us to receive it, He he 
issued a second invitation. That second invite 
tion comes to us from Jesus, who has alway 
been known as the Friend of children. The 
we are like the stranger in this story we rea 
in connection with our text; we have a doub] 
welcome to come and enjoy God’s love. 

A mother was showing her little girl a pic 
ture of Jesus. In the centre of this picture s: 
Jesus holding a baby in His arms, while a 
around were mothers pushing forward the 
boys and girls to go to Christ. “Mother,” sai 
the girl, “I should not have needed to FE 
pushed; I would have gone without pushing 
—Mason S. Linton. 
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HART, D.D. 


saying “Let the doors be closed while we a 
kneel in silent prayer.” The silence of th: 
great throng was electrifying in its intensit 
and when one just wanted to scream to bree 
it a heavenly tenor voice floated from the cho 
with a fervent appeal for peace which tt 
congregation echoed in a hymn. In this se 
vice the congregational singing, led by tt 
great Liverpool organ, reached an ideal se 
dom heard in any circumstances. They sar 
the Psalms and even chanted a Te Deur 
and it took the full power of that noble instn 
ment to lead them.—Paul A. Beymer in TI 
Diapson, November, 1939. 


Vf 

Negro Minister 
Acts 9:20. “He preached Christ.” 
He is honored by mural painting in Vermor 

“A great historical document of prima 
importance,” is the scholarly way in whic 
Director John Spargo, of the museum at Be: 
nington, Vt., described the mural which shoy 
a Negro minister of Revolutionary tim 
preaching in the historic meeting-house. 
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seems that the preacher, Lemuel Haynes, was 
a bond servant until he was twenty-one. But 
he enlisted in a company of volunteers who 
went to the relief of Fort Ticonderoga in Oc- 
tober, 1775. Returning from that engagement, 
he became an “exhorter.” He studied for the 
ministry, and was later ordained in the Con- 
gregational church. He went about as a mis- 
sionary preacher in the villages of Vermont. 
He settled down as the preacher of a white 
congregation at West Rutland in 1788, and 
served that group for almost thirty years. He 
was an able speaker, a respected student of 
theology, and a preacher whose printed ser- 
mons were read in London. The painting 
recently unveiled at the Bennington museum 
was done by William Tefft Schwarz. Mr. 
Spargo, speaking at the dedication, called it 
“the record of a chapter in the early history 
of Southern Vermont of which we are proud.” 
—The Christian Advocate, December, 1939. 


uf 


Changes the Atmosphere of the Home 
II Cor. 7:4. “I am filled with comfort.” 

I know a preacher-man who is not brilliant 
as a sermonizer, nor particularly gifted as an 
executive, but he is marvelous in the atmos- 
phere that follows his coming and abides after 
his going. Entering a house of sorrow, his 
steady trust in God changes the entire atmos- 
phere. Encountering a life that is troubled 
’ and anxious, his contact, his few words, have 
a calming effect. He is the forerunner of 
divine peace. With him comes an atmospiiere 
of sublime confidence in the loving providence 
of God.—Dr. Bruce S. Wright. 


of 
Good Logic 
Luke 22:71. “What need we any further wit- 
ness?” 

A meek-looking darky, the newspaper re- 
ported, was brought into a suburban police 
station just outside of Washington, D. C., and 
a petty charge was put upon the blotter. He 
pleaded innocence. 

“Well,” said the examining officer, “is there 
anyone here who can vouch for your respect- 
ability?” 

“He can,” answered the colored man, as he 
pointed at the officer. 

“T can?” gasped the astonished policeman. 
“Why, I don’t even know you!” 

“Dat’s it exactly,” replied the accused. “T's 
lived in dis place for’ mo’ dan five yeahs an’ 
de police don’t even know me. So you see, 
gents, I can’t be such a hard lot!” 

The unique answer was convincing. 
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Understood Each Other 
Job 38:36.“Or who hath given understanding 
to the heart?” 

Speaking of the relations between President 
Harrison and John Wanamaker, who was 
named as Postmaster-General, Herbert Adams 
Gibbons said: “The Sunday before he left 
Indianapolis to be inaugurated as President 
of the United States, Benjamin Harrison 
passed the plate, as he had long been in the 
habit of doing, in the First Presbyterian 
Church. That was the kind of a man he was. 
It was a type that Wanamaker understood 
and could get along with famously. The very 
day before she left home to become the First 
Lady of the Land, Mrs. Harrison was seen, 
with a basket on her arm, doing her usual 
buying in the Indianapolis central market. 
That was the kind of a woman she was. It 
was a type that Mrs. Wanamaker understood 
and could get along with famously.” 


of 


Shined His Guests Shoes 


Luke 22:7. “I am among you as he that ser- 
veth.” 

While a professor, and later the president, 
at Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson, 
who later became President of the United 
States, always shined his own shoes. An Eng- 
lish scholar visited him at his Princeton home 
on one occasion who was not informed con- 
cerning American customs. Therefore when 
he retired, he left his “boots” outside the door 
to be polished, as he would have done in his 
own country. They were found by Professor 
Wilson, who had no man-servant. So, without 
any comment, he “shined them up” himself; 
and in the morning the visitor found them 
awaiting him, and had no idea that the dis- 
tinguished scholar had done the polishing. 


of 
Ready for Service 


Matt. 25:10. “They . . . were ready.” 


Last week Mabel Boardman could look with 
satisfaction on her handiwork. She had re- 
organized the national system; she had estab- 
lished closer connection with the Government; 
she had seen the membership swell from 300 
to 5,500,000, the treasury expand from a few 
hundred dollars to an endowment fund of 
$14,000,000, plus a reserve fund of $15,300,- 
000 in cash and securities. 

Chief Justice Hughes observed to her one 
morning: “I read about the tornado this morn- 
ing. The same paper showed photographs of 
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Red Cross rescue work. How did you ge 
there so fast?” 

“The Red Cross doesn’t have to get ther 
any more,” she told him. “It is there.”—Time 
October 16, 1939. 

of 
A Dramatic Climax 


Psa. 66:16. “Come and hear, all ye that fea 
God, and I will declare what he hat 
done.” 

The following striking incident was re 
corded in The Christian Advocate, Decembe 
Ql, USES) 

The climax of the Home Missions gatherin 
in Philadelphia recently was a piece of im 
promptu dramatics presented by the chai 
man, Bishop E. G. Richardson. 

It was just before the benediction. H 
called Bishop Broomfield to stand beside hir 
on the platform, and said to him, “Tell u 
about your coming to America in 1890.” 

Said Bishop Broomfield: “I came into Ne\ 
York harbor on the S.S. Ethiopia. Later, fil 
teen hundred of us were crowded into Castl 
Garden. It was all so impersonal that - 
seemed like being herded. And then sudder 
ly a kindly voice said to me, ‘May I preser 
you with a copy of the New Testament i 
your native tongue?’ ” 

“Tt was exactly the same with me,” inter 
jected Bishop Richardson. 


Again Bishop Broomfield took up the na 
rative. “The next Sunday I was in a Methoc 
ist church. The sermon did not impress m 
so much; but as I left the building a gentle 
man took my hand with such cordiality an 
such interest that I did, in fact, come bac 
again, for the evening worship.” 


“It was exactly the same with me,” cam 
again the interjected remark of Bishop Rick 
ardson. 

Then for the third time Bishop Broomfiel 
took up his narrative: “After a time one of th 
leaders of that church said to me, ‘John Calvi 
Broomfield, I believe God is calling you t 
preach the gospel.’ I went home and relate 
this experience to my mother. A light cam 
into her face. Tears glistened in her eyes an 
overflowed upon her cheeks. She said, ‘Joh 
if the Lord would give me a son in the mir 
istry, I would work, if need be, until th 
blood ran down my finger ends, to help hit 
get ready.’” 


No one who was there will ever forget the 
climactic moment. There stood before us tw 
immigrant boys who had become members ¢ 


The Expositc 


the Methodist Church, ministers and bishops 
—and the whole thing had become possible 
because of a kindly gift of the New Testament 
made by an American Bible Society agent at 
Castle Garden, and because of the warmth of 
a handclasp which greeted a lonely boy at 
the front door of a church. 

That gift of a New Testament and the 
friendliness of a handclasp did something to 
those boys. It fixed, first, their interest in the 
Methodist Church and, later, their loyalty to 
it. Down the years both boys became, first, 
active Christians; then ministers, and_ finally 
bishops. Bishop Richardson completed the 
dramatic scene by saying, “Bishop Broomfield 
and I are thus a living Home Missions ex- 
hibit.” 

y 
Students Strangely Impressed by Livingstone 
I Kings 1:42. “For thou art a valiant man.” 


When David Livingstone returned to Glas- 
gow after becoming famous for his work in 
Africa, he was asked to address the students 
of the university. The students thought they 
would have some fun out of this “missionary 
fellow,” so they brought pea shooters and 
rattles to the meeting, determined to greet 
him with the biggest din they could make. 
But an eyewitness of the occasion says that 
from the moment Livingstone walked on the 
platform, “gaunt and thin from twenty-seven 
fevers, and with his arm in a sling from an 
encounter with a lion,” the students were 
hushed into silence. Livingstone was soon 
telling them that the secret of all that he had 
done in Africa was due to a promise made to 
him by a “Gentleman whose word was never 
broken — ‘Lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end.’” The students forgot their pea 
shooters and their determination to make a 
noise as they looked upon a man who knew 
what it was to walk through life with the 
Divine Comrade. 


o 


Ocean in Bottle and Bottle in Ocean 
Eph. 3:19. “That ye might be filled with all 
the fulness of God.” 

Cornelius Smith, father of Gipsy Rodney 
Smith, did evangelistic work after his con- 
version, although unlettered. His illustrations, 
however, were quaint and practical. Once, 
speaking in the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
London, he proceeded to show that God was 
in man and man was in God, and said: “The 
other day I was walking by the seaside at 
Cormer, and I picked up a bottle with a cork 
in it. I- filled the bottle with the salt water, 
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and driving in the cork, I threw the bottle 
out into the sea as far as my right arm could 
send it. Turning to my wife, I said, “Look 
the sea is in the bottle and the bottle is in 
the sea. So if we are Christ’s, we are in him 
and he is in us.’” 


y 


Prayer For a Time of Turmoil 


Neh. 4:9. “We made our prayer unto 
God.” 


Amid the turmoil of the tempest’s din 

When systems shake and nations rent in twain 

Become a holocaust of fear and sin, 

Lord, let us hear Thy still small voice again. 

A glorious company of sainted souls 

Have stood in every age alone with Thee 

To wrest from earthquake’s havoc and the coals 

A new world and a nobler destiny. 

Lord, hearing Thee above the sound of strife, 

More gleaming in Thy greatness than the fire, 

Let my small voice in stillness speak Thy life, 

Its whisper blending in Thy mighty choir; 

And from unstirred quiescence grant release, 

That through the noise and fire may come Thy peace. 
—Georgia Harkness. 


our 


Amid Old Scenes 
Gen. 44:20. “An old man.” 


The most dramatic episode which he ever 
witnessed was related by Speaker William B. 
Bankhead to S. J. Woolf as he sat in his office 
in the Capitol early in the session of the Sev- 
enty-fifth Congress. Speaker Bankhead was 
telling about his experiences during the twen- 
ty years in which he had served as a member 
of Congress, and thus furnishing Mr. Woolf 
with material for an article, which was pub- 
lished in the New York Times Magazine. 


The event to which Mr. Bankhead referred 
occurred in the closing period of the life of 
the renowned Joseph Cannon. The former 
leader had retired from Congress. But one 
day he appeared in the smoking room of the 
House. “Despite his autocratic methods as a 
presiding officer, no one was more loved than 
Uncle Joe,” said Mr. Bankhead. 


“Word spread around that he was there, 
and there was a unanimous desire that he 
should once more appear on the floor. He 
did so. There he was, the long, lean, Lin- 
colnesque figure that had become almost leg- 
endary. He did not say one word. Silently, 
with his large black hat in one knotty hand 
and a dead half-smoked cigar in the other, he 
walked slowly down the aisle. He might have 
been a ghost from a bygone age, he looked 
about with pale blue moist eyes. He looked 
for a time and then turned and left and every 
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one felt that this man was visiting for the 
last time the scene of his life’s work.” 

Pathetic it must have been to those who 
had been associated with the arresting figure 
in the days when he firmly ruled the House 
of Representatives to have witnessed that 
silent departure. 


uf 


CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


J. J. PHELAN, D.D. 


Little Things 


Luke 16:10. “Trusted in a very small matter, 
trusted in a large one.” 

Isa. 50:22. “The little one shall become a 
thousand.” 


Paradoxical, though it seem, the great things 
of life are made of little things. We were al- 
most tempted to say “trifles,” but the root 
word of trifle suggests trickery. It is more 
correct to state, that life to most of us, is a 
daily round of common tasks and duties. To 
say that these “little things” are unimportant, 
uneventful and inconsequential, is far from 
their real significance and meaning. In the 
desire to eclipse our fellows, we chafe at re- 
strictions, limitations and subordination, par- 
ticularly when we see others out-stripping us, 
several of whom, would have “flunked” in 
school, but for our willingness to suggest the 
right answer, once in a while. But envy has 
no place in the “character-making” process. 
Each of us has his own life to live. Unlike 
money-making, character-making is no “get- 
rich-quick-over-night” affair. The Christian 
has no automatic device, which, by placing a 
nickel in the slot or contribution box, gives 
him a ticket assuring leadership over others. 
Character is the only satisfactory and enduring 
thing that will outlast the ravages of time. It 
is the one pearl which “moth and rust will not 
defile, and which thieves will not break 
through and steal.” But you’ve got to pour in 
a lot of drugery, faithfulness and patience to 
secure it and a whole lot more to retain it. 
“Everything is in the flux,” said Epictetus, 
(that Roman Stoic of the First Century) and 
it is still true in the Twentieth Century. Char- 
acter alone, or as Paul defined it, “love abideth 
forever.” Too many confound “social-climb- 
ing” with moral ascendency, hence their head- 
aches. What a Tower of Bedlam this old 
world would be, if all of us attempted to act 
as drum majors, chief cornetists or first fid- 
dlers. History is replete with militarists, poli- 


The Expositor 


ticians and others of their ilk, who attempted 
to put all others “in the shades: but who suf- 
fered a violent sun stroke one day, from which 
they never recovered. He, who builds his life 
around goodness, truth and beauty, will never 
be out of work. This Building whether called 
“Kingdom of God,” “The Commonwealth of 
Man,” or “The Beloved Community,” starts 
from within. It is made up of little things. 


of 
*“Breaks”’ or Brakes 
Jno. 21:6. “Cast your net to the right.” 
Ephes. 6:18. “Pray in spirit at all times, with 


unvarying perseverance.” 

He sat in front and was an attentive listen- 
er. After the service, some one whispered, 
that he was “a big leaguer.” We determined 
to meet him. This was not so easy, however. 
Finally, we corralled our hero. Yes, church- 
going was a regular habit, and, “whenever 
possible, he atended in each city of the cir- 


cuit.” It was evident, that he was not seeking 
praise and plaudits concerning his batting and 
fielding average but in search of God and rest 
and calmness from distractions incident to his 
prote ssion. “A serious fellow” —- we thought 
“and probably a great asset to his club-owners 
and fellow-players.” We ventured to inquire 
the secret of his skill and fame. “O, I guess 
I get the breaks, all right.” “Do you mean to 
imply that the difference between a “star” and 
a mediocre player is simply a matter of 


“breaksP”—I asked. “It all depends on the 
spelling” was the rejoiner. “If you mean 


b-r-a-k-e-s, I'd say yes, I put on my brakes off 
the ball field, but when I get on, I release 
them and so I get the “b-r-e-a-k-s.” Bernie 
Bierman, the University of Minnesota’s foot- 
ball coach in referring to “breaks” says, “most 
of the so-called “breaks” in football are trace- 
able to the ability or inability of the players, 
not to mere luck. Lots of freak occurrences 
in football, look like good or bad luck, but 
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.. their faith quickened through 
an inspiring, fascinating M.B.I. 
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most of them wouldn’t have happened any 
way, if the kicker had been a little more o 
less accurate; if the runner had been a bi 
faster or slower, or if the quarterback hac 
been dumber or smarter.” Lite is just like that 
A Christian with physical and mental ability 
courage and willingness to cooperate can no 
only make the “breaks” but cause them te 
come his way. Inspect and control you 
b-r-a-k-e-s and the “breaks” will come al 
right. God and not chance rules. 


of 
Religion and Rules 
Luke 10:42. “There is only one thing w. 
need,” 

Mrs. Walsh is suing Peter for a divorce 
Peter pleads for one more chance to hold hi 
job as a husband. Mrs. Walsh relents, anc 
on the following conditions — Rules: “Yor 
shall not drink. You shall respect your wif: 
at all times. You shall not teach your childres 
insubordination by interfering when I an 
correcting them. You shall not bring you 
drunken pals home with you. You shall giv: 
me your salary each week, because I can sav: 
out of it what you spend on booze. You shal 
keep yourself fit and tidy for a woman to loo! 
at. You shall repair some around the hous: 
and make our home beautiful. You shall no 
smoke in bed.” Peter however broke th: 
“shall” rules. Mrs. Walsh forgot to insist upor 
a proper brand of religion for her Peter. Chris 
deals with principles rather than rules. 


of 
Saving Time 


Ephes. 5:16. “Redeeming the time.” 


II Cor, 6:2. “Now the welcome time has come 
This is the day of deliverance!” 

Time is life’s most familiar entity, but ca 
you define itP That which we talk about s 
much, we ought to know something of. Tim: 
may be defined as a measure of duration, : 
period in which something takes place. Tim: 
however, is one of the few things, one ma‘ 
have, yet never own. The fact is, time is no 
only an allusion and an illusion, but an elusiox 
and a delusion. We have several kinds o 
time, probably more: Daylight Saving Time 
Standard, Central, Eastern and Western. Al 
are time-saving devices, designed to sav 
time and spend time. But do we really sav 
time, when we waste it and lose it? We hay 
thousands of time-saving gadgets to speed u 
up, go places and see things; many more t 
give us leisure-time and still lack time to live 
and not know or care where we are going 
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What a chase we give ourselves with pre- 
digested Book Reviews, Concentrated Food 
Tablets, Capsule Movie Programs and Head- 
line Bulletins. In the mad attempt to save 
time, we destroy ourselves with fast-moving 
autos and 500 miles per hour air ships. Yes, 
We save time all right, but what are the values 
and things for which we save it? Our text 
admonishes us to “redeem the time, for the 
days are evil.” They were never more so, with 
a third of the world clutching each other’s 
throat, power and purse. Some day, we shall 
leave our labor-saving and time-saving inven- 
tions and have a time conference with God, 
then what? 
y 

Stones and Bread 
Mati. 4:3. “Command that these stones be 

made bread.” 


They came to hear the erudite preacher ex- 
culpate them from their sins and exercise the 
evil spirits who instigated their evil deeds. The 
droning notes of the litany, the burning can- 
dles and incense, all created an atmosphere 
which seemed to stupefy the congregation. 
The discourse was prolix and jejeune, and yet 
the spiritually-starved leaned forward so in- 
tently as to suggest ophthalmia. It did not re- 
quire a spacious or captious mind to discern 
“midst all the pomp and ceremony, much that 
was fatuitous and artificial. And still they 
were grasping for the bread of life. They 
went away with a glum, if not a sad manner. 
In contrast, “the mass of the people liked to 
hear Jesus” and their faces bespoke their 
gladness. 

of 
Religion and Government 
Ephes. 4:6. “Above all, pervades all, within 
all.” 

All government must have an ethical and 
religious basis. “The proper function of govy- 
ernment” said Gladstone, “is to make it easy 
for the masses to do good and difficult for 
them to do evil.” Solon, the Athenian law- 
giver (559 B.C.) stated: “That is the most 
perfect government under which a wrong to 
the humblest is an affront to all.” Goethe, the 
German writer: “The best government is that 
which teaches people to govern themselves.” 
Edmund Burke: “No government ought to 
exist for the purpose of checking the prosper- 
ity of the people.” Jesus: “Render to Caesar, 
the things of Caesar, and to God, the things 
of God.” Paul: “Remind men to accept and 
obey the constituted authorities.” Constituted 
authorities however, are placed in power by 
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the people and are amenable to them. Au- 
thorities are no greater than the people who 
“constitute” them. 
y 

Bulletin Board Slogans 

What is easier to cultivate than suspicion? 

Quiet words are rarely hailed into court. 

The longer the intellect the shorter the 
tongue. 

Discretion is always better than fluency of 
speech. 

You know a wise man by the things he 
doesn’t say. 

Better a lame leg on the right road than a 
well one on the wrong. 

One who never made a mistake never made 
anything else. 

You can't backslide on your knees. 

Expecting to win is the start of conquest. 

The Devil is not so busy in Europe as to 
ignore the U.S. A. ' 

There is a difference between falling into 
sin and running into it. 

Its a long handled spoon at the Devil’s mess 
table. 

Let sin find you ever preoccupied. 

Every beaten temptation leaves one nearer 
to Christ. 


The growing importance of candlelight services and 


the use of candles in creating a greater interest in 
Church activities are interestingly shown in the new 
illustrated book, “Use of Candles in Christian Fellow- 
ship” by Rev. William A. Leach, editor of the Church 
Management Magazine. This book, containing suggested 
candlelight services, is fully described in a free folder, 
available upon request. Write for your copy of the 


folder today. 
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SINGING “ROUND THE YEAR 
By Agnes Wright and Edna Potter. A. S. Barnes and Co., 

New York. 52 pp. Cloth. $2.00. 

This is an excellent book, beautifully arranged and 
printed. There are forty-eight songs arranged through 
the year. Each page has a song with words and music 
by Miss Wright, and a picture in color by Miss Potter. 
Words, music, illustrations are all adapted for children 
up te about six years of age. The book could find use 
in school, home, Sunday School, playground or any other 
place where young children are. 

The music is expressive, singable, easy and well 
within the range of the young child. Since this is a 
children’s book I tried it out on some children. They 
liked it; so do I. —W. R. Siegart. 


ASKING WHY 
By Ronald S. Wright and Amandus W. Loos. Oxford Uni- 

versity Press, 1939. 

The sub-title is “Informal talks on the Christian 
faith by a Padre to his boys.” Here are talks based on 
actual discussions, in which simple explanations are 
given of primary Christian doctrines. This volume is 
based upon a previous one, “Asking Them Questions,” 
and is based on a series of radio broadcasts. The 
method of presentation is somewhat different, for here 
is the record of conversations on such themes as, “Does 
it matter what religion a man has?” “What sort of a 
boy was Jesus?” ‘Can we be like Jesus?” “Why is 
there so much suffering in the world if God is Good?” 
And “Where is Heaven??? The book is commended for 
the material brought together and presented in an unus- 
ual fashion. Foot-notes, references, and an index make 
it a helpful book. —Gordon W. Mattice. 


OUR PRODIGAL SON CULTURE 
By Hugh Stevenson Tigner. Willett, Clark & Co., Chicago. 

162 pp. $1.50. 

Here is one of the most stirring and exciting books 
that has appeared within recent years in religious circles. 
Writing with keen insight into the contemporary social, 
economic, political and religious conditions of these 
times, the writer compares our modern culture to the 
Prodigal Son in the parable of Jesus and calls for its 
return to God with due repentance. Boldly he challenges 
the conceptions that have made of it a prodigal and 
well does he refute their claims to authority. His own 
authority lies in the soundness of his diagnosis and the 
practicability of the cure which he offers. 

With delightful good humor but with biting sarcasm, 
Mr. Tigner reveals the limitations of the scientific 
method and ridicules the claims of the social studies to 
appear as sciences. He insists that the most significant 
thing about life is its organic and spiritual nature and 
that consequently methods and approaches other than 
those of science are necessary for understanding it. 
These are afforded only by religion. He bases the 
case for religion on the essential spiritual nature of man. 
The choice which confronts men, he says, is whether 
they shall live under God or attempt to play God. 

Mr. Tigner does not set up a comprehensive program 
for saving civilization; he does not attempt to prove 
that God’s plan is this or that. But he does believe that 
the will of God in its broad and general outline is 
known of men. This reviewer believes that the book 
should have and will have a wide reading. 

—Talmadge C. Johnson. 


THE GLORY OF THE MANGER 
By Samuel Marinus Zwemer. American Tract Society, 

N. Y. 232 pp. Cloth. $1.50. 

Dr. Zwemer was a missionary in Arabia and Egypt. 
Then he was a professor in Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary. This is his thirty-eighth book. It is the first 
prize-winner in the contest conducted by The American 
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Tract Society. Having examined several of the book 
published as a result of this contest I can easily se 
why this won the first prize. It is by all standards thi 
best. 

It is a study of the incarnation. It is reverently an’ 
devoutly written. The story of the greatest miracle eve 
wrought in human history is well told. From beginnin: 
to end this book breathes the spirit of a man who live 
the Christ life. To recommend it is futile; it recom 
mends itself. For anyone who professes the name c 
Christian this book fills a need. No one can read : 
without profit. It is the sort of story that should brini 
many hours of profitable devotion to every soul. | 

Get it. It is worth the price. And it will pay 1 
enrichment of living. The story is old, but ever new 
And no one can ever know enough about it. 

—W. R. Siegart. 


THE DISCIPLINE OF INTERIOR PRAYER 
By Richard Roberts. Published by the Association Pres: 

March, 1940, 25c. Paper Covers. 

In June of last year, Dr. Roberts gave a series C 
five addresses at the Student Christian Movement Cor 
ference, and they have been printed at the request C 
members of the Conference. The material is devotions 
in nature, and the author welcomes the reviving interes 
in prayer as a “rectification of emphasis, and as a: 
affirmation that prayer and action are inseparable ela 
ments of a living relgion.”’ Dr. Roberts deals with 
particular mode of prayer, which he titles ‘“Interic 
prayer,’ suggesting that there are three ways to di 
this; The Purgative, Illuminative, and Unitive. Th 
author presents the material in an interesting fashion 
and offers many helpful suggestions. : 

. —Gordon W. Mattice. 


THE PATH OF LIFE ' 
By Rey. Peter Green, Canon of Manchester. Publishe 
by Longman, Green. $1.50. 

These are thoughts on the Christian life, dealing wit 
doubts and difficulties, helps and encouragements, tk 
meaning and discipline of life, times of trial and testing 
and the end of the way. While the book is devotione 
in tone, and so written that separate paragraphs ma- 
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be read each day, it covers a wide range of topics. The 
book was written under the shadow of the approaching 
war, and thus deals with matters of Christian doctrine 
and the developing of a sound faith in God and in his 
providence. A scripture verse is selected, and then fol- 
lows a brief exposition. —Gordon W. Mattice. 


LOVE IN ACTION 
By Rev. Fdward S. Woods, Bishop of Lichfield. Published 
by the Macmillan Company, March, 1940. $1.50. 

These are sermons preached in the Lichfield Cathedral. 
and were broadcast and published at the request of 
many hearers. The personal element predominates, and 
the sermons are simple and sincere. They follow the 
Christian Year in a general way. Preachers will find 
the book suggestive. Gordon W. Mattice. 


THE BIBLE AND THE CHILD 
By William D. Murray. Published by the Association 

Press, 1940. 25c. 

This is a small paper covered booklet of pocket-size 
The author has been the superintendent of the Primary 
Department of the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Plainfield, N. J., for forty years. The purpose of the 
booklet is to advise parents and teachers on how to 
present the Bible to children. He outlines the methods 
he has followed and the lessons he has learned, and 
suggests how Bible stories may be told to children, and 
gives two illustrations. This is a helpful little booklet 
to put into the hands of parents and Christian workers. 
Gordon W. Mattice. 


BACK TO THE BIBLE 
oe au H. Houghton. Fleming, Revell Company. 155 pp. 
America faces three alternatives today. There may 
be a collapse of civilization and a return to the dark 
ages of paganism. Missing that pitfall she may swing to 
another extreme and adopt a new faith of facism. 
Escaping such a calamity she may return to a revival 
of Christian faith. Will H. Houghton, the author of 
this book is one who believes that the Christian faith 
is our only salvation and this book is an attempt to 
call America back to the Bible. The sixteen chapters 
of the book were given as radio addresses and are now 
presented in book form. While written from the con- 
servative point of view, there is no needless repetition 
of trite phrases. The chapters sparkle with humor and 
apt illustrations. The author deals with some acute 
problems of our day. This sentence from page forty- 
nine tells the entire purpose and indicates the point of 
infection in our American life, ‘“This has been a Bible 
denying and Bible ignoring generation and as a result 
it has been a generation of liars and contract breakers 
and oath ignorers.” After reading the book Vice-Presi- 
dent Garner, the ‘‘evil old man” said, “I agree with 
you entirely. It is time we got back to the Bible.” 
—Charles F. Banning. 


GREAT WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 
By F. Townley Lord. Harper and Brothers, New York. 

207 pp. $1.50. 

In these sixteen sermons on the Great women of the 
Bible by the minister of the Bloomsbury Central Church 
in London, half of them are from the Old Testament, 
and half from the New Testament. There is a deftness 
of touch in the characterizations, and a pertinency with 
which the author siezes upon the salient attributes of 
character that makes the book abundantly worthwhile 
to any minister wanting help in preaching Biographical 
sermons. Perhaps the most striking message in the 
series is on “The Virtuous Woman” in the book of 
Proverbs. The author shows competent knowledge of 
the historic and geographical background, and is accur- 
ate, as we would expect of a volume by a London min- 


ister, and bearing the Harper imprint. 
—Charles Haddon Nabers. 
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BRAND NEW, every word of it, is 
Dr. Lillie A. Faris’ unusual and dis- 
tinctive Bible course for preschool age 
children, comprising 52 lessons on the 
life of Jesus. All lessons (contained in 
220-page teachers’ manual “Lights 
Agiow”) fully complemented by beau- 
tiful 4-page child’s picture paper and 
class Bible pictures in full color; also 
52 outline pictures for coloring. This 
lovely preschool course is a delight to 
children; an inspiration to teachers. 
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Mel DS Weet=aN 


FIVE STEPS ON THE SPIRITUAL LADDER 


I. Step One: Patience 


Prelude. 

Invocation. 

Hymn: “Feeble, Helpless, How Shall I.”— 
AVA T~ 0b et: a A el 

Scripture: Psalm 37. 


Hymn: “Go, Labor on, Spend and be 
Spent.”—Pentecost, L. M. 

Meditation: Psalm 87:7. Hebrew 10:36. 
Soon after Charles W. Eliot was elected 


President of Harvard University an old friend of the 
family called to see him. Said this friend, as related 
in Cotton’s book on President Eliot’s “Talks to Par- 
ents and Young People.” 

“Charles, I suppose you think that in your new office 
the first quality you will need is energy.’ Dr. Eliot 
replied, “Why yes, I thought that energy was most 
likely to be needed.” “No,” answered the friend, ‘‘that 
is not at all the first quality you will need. The first 
quality is patience, patience,—patience.”’ 

“T did not believe him at the time,” confessed Presi- 
dent Eliot, “but long since I learned that Mr. Hillard 
was right.” 

Patience is required in all successful work. Moses 
patiently endured the jealousies, bickerings, insubordin- 
ations, complaints of the people, through the long years 
of their wanderings in the desert. Had he been less 
persevering, he would have failed in his great mission. 
“Those who complain and give up always lose out. 


Perseverance wins, and keeps on winning.’’? The Master _ 


himself, for the joy that was set before him, patiently 
endured the cross, and eventually became enthroned at 
the right hand of God. Paul assures the patient worker 
that in due season the reaping time will come. The 
Master told his disciples that they should forgive, not 
seven times, but seven times seventy. 

Followers of the Way must remind themselves con- 
tinually that patience is the path toward success. Mof- 
fatt says, “Steady patience is what you need, so that 
after doing the will of God you may get what you have 
been promised. (Heb. 10:36). Now, of all times in the 


world’s history, Christian people need to exercise this 
virtue. 


Hymn: “Spirit of God, Descend upon my 
heart.”—Morecamve 10, 10, 10, 10. 

Prayer, by the pastor. Followed by assigned 
prayers by various members for the attain- 
ment of Patience in daily life. Free prayer 
invited. 

Hymn: “O Master Let Me Walk With 
Thee.”—Maryton L. M. 

Members invited to give instances where 
patience saved the day, especially with young 
people. 

Organ: “O Lord of Life.”—Salter. 

Benediction. 


II. Step Two: Obedience 


Organ: “Deep River.” Gilette. 
Invocation. 
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SERY EGE 


Hymn: “1 Heard the Voice of Jesus Say.”- 
Vox Dilecti C. M. D. 

Scripture: Mark 10:1-34 (read responsivel, 
or by groups according to assignment). 

Hymn: “The Voice of God . . .” —Greenlane 
US, WED. 

Meditation: Mark 10:21. One thing lack 


ing may make void the presence of all things 


This saying of old is illustrated in a watch without 
spring; a ship without a rudder; a man without purpose 
an engine without fuel. One may make rows of cipher 
without a digit—a meaningless string of nothings. Pv 
but one digit before the line, and you have a sum 
value, comparison, appraisal. Christ offered to th 
young man the power illustrated by putting a one befor 
your rows of ciphers (Speaker, have a blackboard c 
paper chart for illustrating). Christ offered the youn 
man a rudder to guide him through the maze of wealtl 
power, a sprirng to move him rhythmically through life 
It happened that the power offered meant obeying th 
command to “Go, Sell, Give, Come, Follow,” and th 
young man did not have what it takes. Today w 
would say, ‘‘he couldn’t take it.” 

Mind you, this young man was exemplary, clear 
earnest, and he came running (v. 17); he was worship 
ful, for he came kneeling (v. 17); he was respectft 
for he came asking, highly moral for he had kept th 
commandments. This young man had aspirations, fc 
he asked the greatest of all gifts, ETERNAL LIFE 
for he appraised himself highly (a worthy asset) an. 
he thought he could earn or attain through his ow 
worth the gift of Eternal Life. He knew that me 
who did things got paid, and he wanted to earn th: 
gift. “What shall I do?” he asked, “to have” (to pos 
sess Eternal Life). Jesus told him what he should dc 
he tells us what we should do, and it is what other 
have done in the great course of human achievemer 
toward the goal of Christian life. Lincoln, Augustine 
Booker T. Washington, Livingstone, Wesley, Taylo 
and the road was open to the young man who cam 
running; the road is open to us, both wealthy and poo: 
Jesus does not say how much we are to give, sell, 1 
merely says to get rid of the things that hinder v 
from obeying God’s Will. 


“One thing thou lackest!” Willingness t 
obey,—obey a simple command of Jesus, t 
free oneself from hindrances that stand in th 
way of Eternal Life. What is our answer? 

Hymn: “How Gentle God’s Commands.”- 
St. Dennis S. M. 

Prayer: by Pastor. 

Hymn: “The Lord is my Shepherd.” Four 
dations Ulse lol rll sani 

Benediction. 


Ill. Step Three: Go Tell... 


Organ: “La Harpe Celeste.” Grey. 
Invocation. 


Hymn: “Stand up, Stand up. . . .” Geibe 
76, 76D. 

Scripture: Matt. 22:42. Gal. 5:18. 

Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus.” Crusader 


Hymn 5,655) 5, osc: 
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Meditation: (Read “What Think Ye of 
Christ” Fletcher, Page 31, January 1935 


Expositor). A note printed on the menu for luncheon on 
the “Royal Scot” (of the London Midland and Scot- 
tish Railway) is worth observing. Here it is: “It will 
be appreciated if patrons will report any unusual ser- 
vice or attention on the part of dining-car attendants 
to Arthur Towle, Controller, L. M. S. Hotel Services, 
St: Pancras, N. W. I. This will enable the management 
to recognize exceptional efficiency, which they desire to 
encourage in their service.” Hutton. 

Here is material reward offered for “exceptional ser- 


vice” in so minor a thing as comfort on a dining car, 
yet the fact remains that many people would give 
attention to this note and report such service with 
thanksgiving; yet they will accept the most enormous 


gifts of life-—health, love, family, fellowship of friends, 
ministry of the Church and its pastors, yea, the Words 
of Life as offered by Jesus Christ, and they do not 
think to report this to anyone. They never think to 
tell others, they never think to express their gratitude. 


Hymn: “Jesus, My Lord, My All.” St. Chry- 
sostom 8, 8, 8, 8, 8, 8. 


of inspiration to go forth and tell others of the 
Gift of Eternal Life through Jesus Christ. 
Hymn: “Eternal God, Whose Power. 
Materna C. M. D. 
Benediction. 


t 

IV. 

Organ: “Romanza.” Reiff. 

Invocation. 

Hymn: “Awake, Awake to love. 
tered Dale 86, 86, 86. 

Scripture: Luke 4:1-11. Jer. 22:16. 

Hymn: “Teach Me, My God, and King.” 
St. Andrews S. M. 

Meditation: (Read “One Way to Know 


God,” Miles, page 403, Vol. 10, The Minister’s 
Annual). In Divine Multiplication, A. Ray Petty, D.D., 


Step Four: Giving 


5 Salle 


Prayer, by Pastor, and members of the con- 
gregation for consecration to receive the gift 


says: “We hesitate to receive gifts that we cannot in 
some measure repay. We feel that our dignity of per- 
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sonality is lessened if we play always the part of the 
recipient. We want to be donors. (Witness the feverish 
job of Gift list making at Christmas time). We are 
not so concerned about God. Unabashed we cry for 
blessing. Content with receiving gifts from him, we 
refrain from returning them in kind. We say with the 
Psalmist of old, ‘“‘God will not see.” Psa. 94:7. ; 

Hymn: “Take My Life, and Let It Be.... 
Ellingham 7, 7, 7, 7. 

Prayer, by pastor for consecration to true 
stewardship of life, giving of time, giving of 
energy and talents, giving of money. 

Hymn: “We give Thee but Thine Own.” St. 


Andrew S. M. 
Benediction. 


> 


of 


V. Step Five: Gratitude 


Organ: “Praise the Name.” Nevin. 

Invocation. 

Hymn: “Because I Have Been Given . 
Thy Great Bounty 8, 4, 8, 4, 8, 8, 8. 

Scripture: Psalm 103:2 II Sam. 6:19. 

Hymn: “Now Thank We. . . .” Nun Danket 
67, 67, 66, 66. 

Meditation: (Tell Story of Christ of the 
Andes, inscription )—“Sooner shall these moun- 


tains crumble to dust than the people of Argentine and 
Chile break the peace which they have sworn to main- 
tain at the feet of Christ the Redeemer.” Says Stanley 
Jones, “The railway, rising to 11,000 feet, on which 
we were riding, passes under the Christ of the Andes, 
we could not see it, but we could feel it.’ The idea 
for this concrete expression of gratitude, “The Christ 
of the Andes” came from a woman. Mention gratitude 
for Words of Salvation, for peace in our land, for 
freedom of worship, for American nation, as well as 
gifts of daily life. 


Hymn: “Ye Servants. . . 
JL, Gt. 


22 


.’ Hanover 10, 10, 


My THANKSGIVING 


I offer thanks for just familiar things; 

The ruddy glory of the sunset sky, 

The shine of firelight as the dusk draws nigh, 
The cheerful song my little kettle sings. 


The woodland music of my giant pine, 

The last sweet tokens that my garden yields, 
The mellow tints upon the Autumn fields, 
The far off misty mountain’s purple line; 


The sense of rest that home so surely brings, 
The books that wait my pleasure, true and fine 
Old friendships that I joy to feel are mine. 
I offer thanks for just familiar things! 
—Thorn, in New Outlook. 
Prayer, by pastor for Our Church, our Na- 
tional heritage, our Homes, and what it all 
means to the American citizen. 
Hymn: America. 
Benediction. 


of 


Right preparation for tomorrow is right 
use of today. 


Fear and faith are never room-mates. 
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HYMNS AND UNITY 
(Continued from page 447) 


hymnal by the Anglicans! Those who are nc 
members of this great communion sing th 
hymns which have been written by men an 
women who were devoted adherents to th: 
creed. Who is conscious of ecclesiastical pre 
erence when he sings “There is a Green Hi 
Far Away,” by C. F. Alexander (1818-1895. 
or “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,” b 
Henry Alford (1810-1871), or the beautift 
Christmas carol, “O Little Town of Bethle 
hem,” by Phillips Brooks (1835-1893), « 
“Just As I Am,” by Charlotte Elliott (1785 
1871), or “Take my Life, and Let it Be,” b 
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879), 
“Sun of My Soul,” by John Keble (1795 
1866), or “Abide With Me,” by Henry Franc 
Lyte (1793-1847), or “Amazing Grace, Ho 
Sweet the Sound,” by John Newton (172 
1807)? 


What hymn sounds the note of worshi 
for a man, regardless of his creed, more ay 
propriately than “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Go 
Almighty?” Lord Tennyson has said that th 
is the finest hymn ever written, taking int 
consideration its purity of language, its deve 
tion, its spirituality and the difficulty of trea 
ing such an abstract theme poetically. Tk 
one who accomplished it was Bishop Reginal 
Heber, (1783-1826). Certainly, the devotic 
of his life to Christian ideals makes his 
brother to us all. He was twice asked t 
accept the bishopric of India, and twice re 
fused. Feeling that he had failed to do h 
duty, in not going, he let it be known that k 
would accept the appointment, saying that 
clergyman should be like “a soldier, a sailo 
bound to go on any service however remot 
or undesirable.” For three years, he labore 
indefatigably, but the severe climate took i 
heavy toll on his health. His servant on 
morning found his master dead in the batt 
tub. What communion would not be prow 
to own such a man? Robert Southey wrot 
of him, “He performed his humblest, as we 
as his highest duties, carefully, with all h 
heart, with all his soul, and with all h 
strength.” 


It was Augustus Toplady (1740-1778 
who wrote “Rock of Ages.” It was said the 
this hymn was born in the spirit of contre 
versy. Toplady lived in disputatious time 
and bitterly opposed John Wesley. It is ver 
evident that he misunderstood the teaching 
of the Wesleyans. At heart, the two men wer 
one. In the hymn-book prepared by Toplad: 
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some of Charles Wesley’s hymns were in- 
cluded. There, we find “Rock of Ages” side 
by side with “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” 


Ii 

The greatest singer of the Methodist Church 
was Charles Wesley, (1707-1788). We can 
scarcely number his contributions. There is 
one that every Christian, regardless of his 
particular creed, rejoices when he sings “Love 
Divine, All Loves Excelling.” It was first pub- 
lished in 1747, and appeared in four stanzas. 
The volume in which it appeared was rather 


curiously named — 
Hymns 
For those that seek 
and those that have 
Redemption 
In the blood of 
Jesus Christ. 


It would be hard to eliminate the hymns of 
Charles Wesley from any hymnal in Pro- 
testantism. Charles Wesley is Protestantism s 
son. His songs winged their way far beyond 
his own denomination. 

Nor can we forget John Bakewell (1721- 
1819), who gave us the great hymn, Hail, 


October, 1940 


Thou Once Despised Jesus,” or Edward 
Perronet (1726-1792) and his hymn, “All Hail 
the Power,” nor Mary A. Lathbury (1841- 
1913) with her beautiful hymns, “Break Thou 
the Bread of Life” and “Day is Dying in the 
West,” or Frank Mason North (1850-1935) 
with his fine missionary hymn, “Where Cross 
the Crowded Ways.” We all love to sing such 
hymns. With one accord, we forget our dif- 
ferences. 
Ill 

Whose spirits do not rise, when they lift the 
great old German chorale, “A Mighty Fortress 
Is Our God?” To hear it or to sing it almost 
makes you think you’ve been a Lutheran all 
your life. Martin Luther (1483-1546) was 
the real founder of congregational singing. He 
was a born lover of music. He one time said, 
“He who despises music will never be my 
friend.” 

The contribution of the Lutheran Church 
to hymnody has been a singularly rich one. 
When we sing “Now Thank We All Our 
God,” on occasions of particular rejoicing, we 
hardly are mindful of the country preacher, 


Page 485 


Martin Rinkart, (1586-1649) who devotedly 
served his people over the whole period of 
“The Thirty Years’ War.” The name of Paul 
Gerhardt (1607-1676), with his hymn, “Com- 
mit Thou All Thy Griefs,” is also called to 
mind. It is written of him, “He was full of 
Christian love and charity, which he practiced 
as well as preached, by never turning a beg- 
gar from his doors, and by receiving widows 
and orphans who needed help and shelter into 
his own house.” This one who suffered so many 
of the horrors of the Thirty Years’ War said, 
“The dear cross hath pressed many songs out 
of me.” Certainly, we want to remember Ben- 
jamin Schmolke, who gave us the beautiful 
hymn, “My Jesus, As Thou Wilt.” A deep and 
genuine personal religion, and a fervent love 
for the Saviour inspired his best hymns: they 
are not simply thought out, but felt. They 
come from the heart of the singer; they go 
to the heart of the people. Such men belong 
to us all. 


IV 


The first name of significance of a woman 
in hymnody is that of a Baptist — Anne Steele 
(1716-1778). Her beautiful hymn, “Father 
of Mercies, in Thy Word,” is found in well 
nigh every hymnal of whatever denomination. 
But the hymn used times without number, 
under circumstances of every description, is 
that of the Baptist, John Fawcett (1740- 
1817), who wrote “Blest Be the Tie that 
Binds.” It is given to few men to write that 
which has brought such comfort and gratitude 
to so many millions of people as to John 
Fawcett. He was the writer of many books. 
One on “Anger” was a favorite of George III, 
who offered the author any benefit he could 
confer. The offer was declined, for the reason 
“that he lived among his own people, that 
he enjoyed their love, that God blessed his 
labors among them, and that he needed noth- 
ing which even a king could supply.” Christen- 
dom is proud of such sons. We forget they 
are Baptists. We like to think that they are 
our Christian brothers. 

How familiar are the hymns, “Majestic 
Sweetness sits enthroned,” by Samuel Sten- 
nett (1727-1795), “O Could I speak the 
matchless worth,” by Samuel Medley (1738- 
1799), “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less,” 
by Edward Mote (1797-1874), “My Country 
‘Tis of Thee” and “The Morning Light is 
Breaking,” by Samuel Smith (1808-1895), 
“Saviour, Thy Dying Love,” by Sylvannus 
Dryden Phelps (1816-1895), “I Need Thee 
Every Hour,” by Annie S. Hawks (1835- 
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1918)! Baptists every one, and yet leaving 
to us all a heritage beyond all calculation. 

Indeed, we could well mention the Gospe 
hymns, “Take the Name of Jesus With You, 
by Lydia Baxter (1809-1874), and “He Lead 
eth Me,” by Joseph Henry Gilmore (1834 
1918). These two have blessed countles 
numbers of God’s children. 


V. 

“Nearer, My God To Thee,” by Saral 
Flower Adams (1805-1848), “In the Cros 
of Christ, I Glory,” by John Bowring (1792 
1872), and “It Came Upon The Midnigh 
Clear” and “Calm On The Listening Ear o 
Night,” by Edmund Sears (1810-1876) wil 
hardly be thought to have been written b: 
Unitarians, but they were, and so all Christen: 
dom is indebted to them. They are hymn 
well fitted for any lips. 

Samuel Longfellow (1819-1892) was on: 
of the truest poets to contribute to the hymnal 
He stood high in the counsels of the Unitar 
ian Church. While Pastor of the Second Uni 
tarian Church, Brooklyn, he inaugurated : 
series of Vesper Services and wrote a hymn 
to be used for those occasions, “Again a 
evening's shadows fall.” He was a brother ts 
the great Henry W. Longfellow, but was him 
self a poet of high repute. 


Other fine contributions to our hymn-book 
from Unitarian sources are, “Lord, while fo 
all mankind we pray,” by John R. Wrefore 
(1800-1881) and “O Love Divine, tha 
stooped to share,” by Oliver Wendell Holme 
(1809-1894), 


VI 


Even the Quakers are represented in th 
hymn-book. Bernard Barton, the Englis! 
Quaker poet (1784-1849), contributed “Wal 
in the Light! So Shalt Thou Know,” and Ann 
Laetitia Waring (1820-1910), brought up 
Quaker, but drawn by the sacraments int 
Church of England, gave us “In Heavenl 
Love Abiding.” However, the richest vei 
from this stalwart group of Christian peopl 
is found in John Greenleaf Whittier, “Th 
Quaker poet,” (1807-1892). He was a life 
long member of the Society of Friends. H 
always used their mode of speech, and thei 
style of dress. He is said to have remarke: 
that “Iwo hundred years of silence had take 
the ‘sing’ out of the Quakers.” However tha 
may be, John Greenleaf Whittier is one c 
the sweetest singers in the hymnal. His cor 
tributions are, “Dear Lord and Father c 
Mankind,” “We May Not Climb the Heavenl 
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Steps,” “O Brother Man, Fold to Thy Heart 
Thy Brother,” “I Know Not What the Future 


Hath,” and “When On My Day the Night Is | 
Falling.” One of Phoebe Carey’s last poems | 
was “John Greenleaf Whittier.” The first and | 


last stanzas are — 


“Great master of the poet’s art! 
Surely the sources of thy powers 
Lie in that true and tender heart 
Whose every utterance touches ours. 
But not thy strains, with courage rife, 
Nor holiest hymns, shall rank above 
The rhythmic beauty of thy life, 
Itself a canticle of love.” 


Vil 

When you sing, “I Love Thy Kingdom, 
Lord,” so expressive of our love for God’s 
house, you find how easily your heart can 
thrill with a Congregationalist. The writer is 
Timothy Dwight, who became president of 
Yale College at the age of forty-three. The 
greatness of that institution is said to date 
from the day that he was inaugurated. 

The Congregationalists have given many 
lustrous names to hymnody. We might name 
a few — Phoebe H. Brown (1783-1861), who 
wrote “I Love to Steal Away,” Ray Palmer 
(1808-1887), who gave us the immortal “My 
Faith Looks Up to Thee,” Samuel Wolcott 
(1813-1886), who contributed “Christ for the 
World We Sing,” Jeremiah E. Rankin (1828- 
1904), the college president who wrote “God 
Be With You “Til We Meet Again,” which has 
a hold on the affections of millions of people 
of all denominations, Washington Gladden 
(1836-1918), a great leader in civic right- 
eousness whose writing and preaching tended 
to mould the thinking of his generation, gave 
us the beautiful hymn, “O Master, let me 
walk with Thee,’ and Ernest W. Shurtleff 
(1862-1917), who has stirred us with “Lead 
On, O King Eternal.” 


VII 


The Greek Church also has made us in- 
debted to them. Many indeed are the beauti- 
ful hymns which have come to us out of their 
past. “Art Thou Weary, Art Thou Languid?” 
was the gift to the Church of Stephen of Mar 
Saba (about the 8th century). The beautiful 
Easter hymns “The Day of Resurrection” and 
“Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain,” have 
blessed the world indeed. They are sup- 
posedly from the pen of John of Damascus, 
saint in both Greek and Latin Churches. Dr. 
Neale considers him the greatest of the Greek 
poets. His death occurred on December 4th, 
about 780. The beautiful evening hymn, “The 
Day is Past and Over, All Thanks O Lord, to 
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Thee,” was anonymously written, and is traced 
back to about the 6th century. As one hears 
it sung, he can almost see the priest moving 
in solemn procession down the dimly lighted 
aisles of the church at the vesper hour. Are 
we not all brethren? 

IX 

The Roman Catholic Church should make 
us eternally grateful. Beginning with Theo- 
dulph of Orleans (?-821), with the beautiful 
hymn, “All Glory, Laud and Honor,” and con- 
tinuing on through the centuries, we are again 
and again reminded of our indebtedness to 
this great communion of Christendom. We 
should pause to mark mile-stones in Bernard 
of Clairvaux (1091-1153), with the hymns, 
“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee,” “Jesus, 
Thou Joy of Loving Hearts.” Many count 
them the sweetest and the most evangelical 
hymns of the Middle Ages. Luther thought 
Bernard of Clairvaux “the greatest monk that 
ever lived.” Bernard of Cluny (12th century) 
has given us “Jerusalem, The Golden.” Joseph 
Mohr (1792-1848), the Roman Catholic priest 
who faithfully devoted his life to humble 
service to his community, blessed the world 
with the most beautiful of all Christmas 
hymns, “Silent Night, Holy Night.” Matthew 
Bridges (1800-1894), followed John Henry 
Newman into the Roman Catholic Church, 
after being reared in the Church of England. 
We never think of the author when we sing 
“Crown Him with many crowns.” And then 
John Henry Newman (1801-1890), the great 
leader in the Oxford Movement, who finally 
was received into the Roman Catholic Church, 
in which he rose to the high office of Cardinal, 
sang the beautiful prayer for guidance, “Lead, 
Kindly Light.” 

Frederick Faber (1814-1863), in his hymn, 
“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,” surely 
helps us to catch the spirit of the Christ. It 
breathes through this hymn. All of Faber’s 
hymns appeared after he had entered the 
Roman Catholic Church, following his great 
friend, John Henry Newman. He began writ- 
ing hymns with their fervid, evangelical note, 
after he missed the hymns to which he had 
been accustomed in the church from which he 
had departed. He was a man of charming 
personality, with a remarkable voice and a 
persuasive eloquence that made his preaching 
unusually effective. A stanza usually omitted 
from the great hymn above mentioned is 

“But we make His love too narrow 
By false limits of our own, 
And we magnify His strictness 
With a zeal He will not own.” 
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No, I haven’t forgotten the Presbyterians 
They were a little late getting started, owin; 
to the disfavor with which many regarded th 
singing of other than the metrical psalms i 
the Services. Even such natural born hymn 
writers as Horatius Bonar could not use thei 
own hymns in their Services until the oppos: 
tion to them had died away. There is littl 
doubt that Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) is th 
greatest single gift of Presbyterianism to hym 
nody. It has been said that “Dr. Bonar 
hymns satisfy the fastidious by their instinc 
tive good taste; they mirror the life of Chris 
in the soul . . . they sing the truth of God i 
ringing notes.” As a minister, we get a pic 
ture drawn of him by the people among whor 
he labored. Some said of him, “He was a 
ways visiting.” Others, “He was always preack 
ing.” Others, “He was always writing.” An 
still others, “He was always praying.” Wh 
cannot sing with the Presbyterians, as the fin 
old hymns, “I heard the Voice of Jesus say. 
“T was a wandering sheep,” “I lay my sins o 
Jesus,” “Go labor on,” and “Here, O my Lorc 
I see Thee face to face,” are announced? 


Still others from the Presbyterian fold ar 
Joseph Grigg (1720-1768), “Behold a strange 
at the door,” and “Jesus, shall it ever bet 
Edward Hopper (1816-1888), “Jesus, Sax 
iour, Pilot Me,” Elizabeth Payson Prenti: 
(1818-1878), “More Love to Thee, O Christ 
“George Duffield (1818-1888), “Stand up fc 
Jesus,” George Matheson (1842-1906), “ 
Love that Wilt Not Let Me Go,” and Maltb: 
(Babcock (1858-1901), whose hymn, “EF 
Strong” has been spoken of as “that rugge 
hymn knotted like the muscles of the tors 
of Hercules,” and “This is my Father’s world 


Much of our current religion, with all i 
embittering effects, recalls the plaint of a 
Irishman over his divided country, “If w 
were all atheists, we might live together lil 
Christians.” Creeds can become the prisor 
of faith, and the symbols of battle. “For Hea 
en’s sake,” says Charles Buller, “do not destre 
the established Church — it is the only thir 
which stands between us and Christianity 
Ponder that saying, and yet the more bitt 
one of Swift, “Nor do I think it whol 
groundless, nor my fears all together imagi 
ary, that the abolishing of Christianity mig 
bring the Church into some danger.” A fe 
years ago, Mr. David Lloyd George w 
waited on by a delegation of American met 
bers of the communion of which he is a mer 
ber, to invite him to attend some sort of d 
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nominational gathering in this country. “Yes,” 
said the then prime minister, “I am a member 
of one of the two Iecnches of our church. 


And I know that these two branches are di- | # 


vided over the question as to whether a man 
is baptized for the remission of sins or on 
account of the remission of sins. I, myself, 
feel very deeply on that question. When I 
Was a young man I became fully convinced 
that our branch of the church was in the 
right on that argument, and I came to be- 
Eve it so passionately that I would gladly 
have laid down my life for my faith. But for 
the life of me,” he continued after a stage 
pause, “I cannot remember now which side 
it was that our branch was on!” 

Nor can we tell when we sing the great 
hymns of the Church which group of Chris: 
tendom we stand with. We are then im- 
pressed with the fact that we are after all 
brethren together, with one Lord and one 
Christ. 
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PASTOR IN HIS PARISH 
Continued from page 446 


lips unmoved with pity.” You cannot be lov- 
ing in manner unless you are loving in spirit. 
The closer we stay to the source of love, God 
in Jesus Christ, the more fruitful will be our 
ministry. 

Another ingredient of personality is humil- 
ity. The pastor is blessed if he has an “en- 
largement of the heart” in his work, but it is 
distinctly to his detriment if he suffers from an 
“enlargement of the ego.” This disease to 
which all pastors are exposed has been ap- 
propriately named, “the inflammation of the 
2go.” Ruskin said: “Conceit may puff a man 
up, but it can never prop him up.” If a con- 
seited pastor will not heed the warning of 
yur Lord, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
heirs is the Kingdom of Heaven,” then his 
wife, if he is fortunate enough to have one, 
thould take matters in hand, and apply the 
oultices of stern rebuke to take the inflam- 
nation out of the ego. 


The form of government of our church is 
lemocratic in spirit and principle. All pastors 
we ardent promoters of democracy for the 
lenomination, but some prefer monarchy for 
heir own local churches. These want to 
xercise, “The Divine right of Kings.” The 
astor who wants to exercise the powers of 
mn autocrat will soon find his: mistake. With 
ome pastors, what they say “goes,” or they 
‘0; and often, it is they who go. If they in- 
ist on “My way or bust,” they should be 
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permitted to bust. The pastor must be 
humble leader of his people with no righi 
except the rights of conscience, and with n 
claim to exact deference to his opinions, an 
with no authority except as he commenc 
himself to the conscience of men in the sigh 
of God. 

We are the under-shepherds of that Chi 
Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who humbled himsel 
Like a shepherd, the pastor must not driv 
but lead, he must attract not coerce, he mu 
persuade not command, he must win n 
force. He who “runs” his church is likely 1 
be run from it. He must not set up his ow 
law, but the law of Christ; not his own wi 
but the will of the Master; not advance h 
own ego, but the person of Christ, who: 
servant he is. The word minister means, ns 
boss but servant. Paul called himself a sla‘ 
of Jesus Christ. This ought to prick any bu 
ble of conceit in us, “his lesser lights.” Hum: 
ity is the first test of greatness, and not on 
does it add the final touch of beauty to cha 
acter, it is a prime requisite for a follower 
our humble Master. 

The virtues which a pastor may posses 
such as love and humility, should never } 
paraded; they should naturally stand o 
against a background of common sense. TI 
pastor should exercise common sense, whie 
can be increased not by education, but on 
through experience. Indeed, he must at tim 
have a large amount of uncommon sens 
because his work does not lead him along 
primrose path. The people do not always s 
eye to eye with him on some of the projec 
he is so anxious to promote. Through t. 
maze of differing opinions he must steer | 
way, and guide the congregation so as to ke 
their interests united. The pastor is certa 
to have bitter disappointments in which he 
compelled to draw upon the resources 
common sense. Someone has said of the pz 
tor who has no common sense: “The Lo 
have mercy on him for nobody else will.” 

Some of the saints, as well as the sinne 
like to indulge in criticizing the paste 
Whether this criticism is deserved or unc 
served, if he can not steel himself against 
he will break under it. If a pastor is wor 
his salt as a servant of God, there will 
some people who dislike him. Jesus admc 
ished: “Woe unto you, when all men spe 
well of you!” The pastor must often serve 
the capacity of what is called a “troub 
shooter.” The late Bishop Williams, of Mic 
igan said: “All the church quarrels gat 
about his devoted head. He has the respc 
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sibility for everything that goes wrong, often 
without the authority to set anything right. 
He serves as the lightning rod to carry off the 
accumulated wrath of the ecclesiastical 
heavens.” 

But the pastor’s lot is no harder than that 
of the average person and certainly not as 
difficult as that of some. He should use com- 
mon sense in handling himself. Self-pity is 
the first step toward failure. The belief that 
he is not appreciated is one of the “little 
foxes that undermine the vineyard.” The par- 
son who takes himself too seriously has lost 
his sense of humor. He is not taken seriously. 

Common sense means tactfulness in the 
discharge of the difficult problems of the 
parish. Tactfulness is a delicacy of touch 
brought to a difficult situation. Macaulay 
speaks of it as “that nice discernment which 
manifests itself in adapting one’s words and 
actions to circumstances.” Common sense also 
has the quality of fearlessness. If a pastor 
will not allow himself to be frightened by 
baffing problems or any opposition, he is a 
long way toward solving them. He gains 
nothing by compromising with error, or by 
trimming his sails to every breeze. All people 
admire courage. The only fear of the pastor 
should be “the fear of God.” If personality 
has in it the three ingredients of Love, Humil- 
ity, and Common Sense, the worthy pastor 
will mix the three, and humbly love his way 
out of the meanest predicament with common 
sense. 

(To be concluded in November issue of The Expositor.) 
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FAITH OF OUR MOTHERS 

Continued from page 444 

mercial enterprise. Again and again her la- 
ment was that, “The church is being re-organ- 
ized along the lines of big business.” 

Then there was the resounding shock of 
hearing validated theological doctrines put to 
nought. “I learned today in our modern gospel 
study league,” she commented, “that the virgin 
birth is as unimportant as the resurrection.” And 
in the new church library a flock of books on 
liberal Christianity were available for those 
who, after a life of blind and simple faith, 
were challenged to a novitiate of evangelical 
modernism. The number of books, to say 
nothing of their conflicting findings, was stag- 
gering. The new minister said he was making 
it a point to add a new “book-a-day” so that 
his congregation could keep pace with the 
great religious tk.nkers of the generation. He 
augmented the modern gospel study hour with 
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book reviews and his personal opinions on th 
discoveries of those who were “re-thinkin: 
Christ.” 

The impact of the new order was stimu 
lating to many; by the older adults it wa 
looked upon as something of an invasior 
Jesus, whom they supposed had died for thei 
sins and their salvation, was now, accordin 
to latest reports, the victim of the rotte: 
economic system of His day. Paul was th 
first of the moderns, and if he were livin 
today he would probably be a congressmar 
Religion needs no certainties, it was affirmec 
for science has no certainties and gets along 
When my mother told her niece of he 
confusion, he said, “Study the latest treatmer 
on the eschatology in Christ’s teaching. Yo 
may find it slightly one-sided, but it will hel 
you I’m sure.” He delighted to speak of th 
library as the maternity ward of the ne\ 
order. 

Few of the old props remained in th 
rapidly shifting scene. The articles of fait 
were challenged, revised, or thrown out. Suc 
terms as sanctification, faith and works, re 
generation, and redemption went by th 
board. The Bible miracles were no longe 
credible. The origin of religion was looke 
upon as an anthropological phenomenon. Th 
catechism, the gospels, the worship service 
were now streamlined. There was little hor 
for the dead. The substitute for all thes 
things, a substitute which my stubborn pa 
ent would not accept, was social progress an 
an enthusiasm for obscurantism in Christia 
faith. The first was typified for her by suc 
events as the Dorcas Dance and the minister 
declaration that “It was all right for wome 
to smoke in the church clubrooms so long : 
no person of high school age was present 
She was taught obscurantism in the talk abo 
a “plastic Jesus” who would fit any life, an 
where, any time, and who had a penchar 
suddenly for popularity. 

Not so long ago she wrote me that, “W 
had a sermon on Patriotism with a pray 
that God should wipe a certain nation 
Europe off the face of the earth.” This w 
what her minister proudly termed “frankne 
in religion and a zeal for Christianity’s pla 
in international affairs.” Regardless of tI 
breakdown in the tenets of faith, some of tl 
older generation Christians cannot quite orie 
themselves to a religion which invokes tl 
annihilation of any nation or peoples. Th 
type of “Christian nationalism” has yet to } 
explained to the folks at home. I suppose m 
mother had been taught that the churck 
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work was missionary and evangelical. At one 
time her denomination carried on missions in 
over a hundred stations, occupied by hun- 
dreds of American missionaries and many 
thousands of native workers. Churches and 
hospitals had been built in foreign lands to 
total some eight million dollars. This mis- 
sionary zeal was idealistic rather than nation- 
alistic and wished for the salvation rather than 
the blood of any nation. She had as much 
difficulty in differentiating between a “holy” 
and an “unholy” war as she did in trying to 
“remake her thinking in the light of what is 
happening in Europe.” She was prepared to 
shun a faith which suggested that “might 
made right.” In the present crisis she was just 
simple enough to believe that Right would 
triumph, though it might not be her Right 
nor her preacher’s Right. Such an insinuation 
was venomous to her pastor. He commended 
her to certain publications on the atrocities of 
the nation he had condemned. 

I suppose it is stupid of me to worry about 
these religious expatriates who, like my moth- 
er, have practically run their course. It must 
be that they are by nature too weak and 
bigoted to make the spiritual orientation of 
today — the flexible, practical, gay adjustment 
to things which were once approached with 
a certain amount of spiritual awe. I believe 
she might have gotten close to it if she had 
gone to hear her minister preach on his orig- 
inal and clever topic: “My Religion for this 
Zipper Age.” But she was in the hills that 
week-end. 

No doubt she feels sort of let down because 
all around her the unrighteous have prospered 
and the children of darkness have’ been wiser 
than the children of light — just as the new 
preacher pointed out. Her old faith is losing 
its champions. It was premised on some bal- 
ance of power in the world today and upon 
an equality in the world to come. She is not 
alone, but lonely. I sometimes wonder about 
her and her kind when I hear of the highly 
organized and far-flung plans to save the 
church’s youth! Can the new order save her? 
Something tells me she ought to go back; 
she is needed. Somehow it seems to me that 
things were better in the “old days.” I would 
write and tell her to go back were it not for 
the fact that I am not quite sure whether she 
has left the church or whether the church has 
left her. 
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